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Selection Sources and Criteria

Top Five Professional Selection Sources

1. The Horn Book Guide/The Horn Book Guide Online - a twice-yearly publication which aims “to herald the best in children’s literature” through critiquing and ranking more than 2,000 K-12 fiction books in each issue. The reviewers are librarians, teachers and library science teachers.  A yearly subscription is $48.00, but it is available at ½ the cost if added on to a subscription to The Horn Book Magazine.  The Online Guide is searchable by author, illustrator, title, subject and bibliographic data, as well as by the rating that was assigned in the original magazine review.  The books are rated on a scale of 1 to 6, with a [image: image1.png]


 marking the books that received ratings of a 1 or a 2.  The best thing about this guide is that it includes more than 88,000 reviews published between 1989 and 2012. 


       http://www.hornbookguide.com/cgi-bin/hbonline.pl
2.  School Library Journal – calling itself “the world’s largest and most authoritative reviewer of children’s and young adult content,” SLJ reviews principally books, but also includes critiques of audio, video, and Web resources for children in Pre-K through 12th grade.  The reviews are by volunteers who are practicing librarians in schools and public libraries.  The magazine also includes news, articles, columns and features on issues pertinent to children’s librarians.  The yearly subscription rate is available at a discount of $88.99, which includes online access to Book Verdict School Library Journal, full text listings of book and media reviews from SLJ.  There is an excellent companion website, SLJ.com, which offers blogs, columns, previews, features and much more.  Starred reviews appear on the last page.



http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com
3. The Horn Book Magazine – a small, charming publication that combines articles and editorials with approximately eighty reviews per issue.  The reviews are thoughtfully written by editor Roger Sutton and his staff and tend to be a bit longer than those found in other selection sources.  The books are not rated as they are in the guide, but the limited number of reviews indicates careful selection when choosing what works they review.  Many of the issues include written text from the acceptance speeches of the major award-winners for the year.   The magazine accurately describes itself as “essential for everyone who cares about children’s and young adult literature.” A one-year subscription (6 issues) is $49.00.  The companion website includes lots of wonderful bonus features, including author and illustrator interviews and blogs and “Notes from The Horn Book.”
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  http://www.hbook.com/
4. Booklist/Booklist Online – both the magazine and the online subscription offer book reviews “from the trusted experts at the American Library Association.”  Booklist is published twice a month from September to June and once a month in July and August.  In each issue, professional reviewers on staff critique approximately 125 Kindergarten through 12th grade recommended books and multimedia.  Many issues offer “Spotlight on” a particular genre, such as biography, series nonfiction, historical fiction, graphic novels and more.  Booklist Online offers access to more than 135,000 reviews with “powerful interactive features and unique searching/browsing options that help you streamline your workflow.”  There is a wealth of articles and blogs, an easily-accessible list of links to award-winners and more.  A yearly subscription to Booklist is $147.50 (22 issues).  
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   http://www.booklistonline.com/Default.aspx
5. Library Media Connection – promotes itself as delivering “the insight, answers and encouragement school librarians need to transform their libraries into thriving hubs for 21st century learning and teaching.”    Along with articles about technology and issues about library budgeting, staffing and such, LMC offers more than 1,500 reviews of the latest books, software, videos and online resources by librarians and other experts in the field. Some of the features include Editor’s Choice Awards, columns of interest to K-12 librarians making selection decisions, Copyright Questions of the Month and Head for the Edge, commentary on important issues in the profession.  It is published six times a year at a cost of $69.00.  
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http://www.librarymediaconnection.com/lmc/
Ten Sources for Occasional Use

1. Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books  -  is “one of the nation's leading children's book review journals for school and public librarians.” It is published monthly (except for August) by The Johns Hopkins University Press (right here in Baltimore) for the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  It is also available online. The price is $93.00 for print or online, or $130.20 for both.  It is “devoted entirely to the review of current books for children” and “provides concise summaries and critical evaluations.”  Each review gives information on book's content, reading level, strengths and weaknesses, and quality of format, as well as suggestions for curricular use. Most of the books are reviewed from publisher's galley proofs.  
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   http://bccb.lis.illinois.edu/
2.  ALA/ALSC Great Websites for Kids – this site is “a compilation of exemplary websites geared to children from birth to age 14. Suggested sites are evaluated by the Great Websites for Kids Committee using established selection criteria. The committee is made up of members of the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association.”  The categories are:  animals; the arts; history and biography; literature and language; math and computers; reference desk, science and social sciences.  There is another link to sites for parents, teachers, caregivers and others.  Instead of mere lists, there is a screen shot of the home page for every site.  Best of all, it is free!


  http://gws.ala.org/
3. Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K-12  – The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) joins every year with the Children’s Book Council (CBC) to identify the best science trade books, “selecting from hundreds of nominees and then meeting to consider their accuracy, creativity and the way in which they convey the practices of science.”  The list is divided into categories such as Earth and Space, History and Nature of Science, Life Science, Physical Science and Science as Inquiry.
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   http://www.nsta.org/publications/ostb/
4. H. W. Wilson Children’s Core Collection – Compiled for children’s librarians of readers in preschool through 6th grade, this resource has over 13,000 titles of fiction, nonfiction, story collections, picture books, graphic novels and magazines.   It is put together by experts in the field of children’s literature.  A wide variety of topics is covered, including technology, sciences and social studies.  Some features include an annotated list of web resources, a readers’ advisory and curriculum support.  The cost is approximately $185 for the five-year print service.
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http://www.ebscohost.com/academic/childrens-core-collection
5. Book Links – is a quarterly magazine supplement to Booklist that is “designed for teachers, youth librarians, school library media specialists, reading specialists, curriculum coordinators, and others interested in connecting children with high-quality literature-based resources.  Book Links articles provide comprehensive information on using books in the classroom, including thematic bibliographies with related discussion questions and activities, author and illustrator interviews and essays, and articles by educators on practical ways to turn children onto reading.”
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6. Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Book Award Program – sponsored by the Maryland Association of School Librarians (MASL), this program is a student-generated award for contemporary children’s literature.  Students who read 3 or more of the nominated books are eligible to vote for their favorite.  Votes all over the state of Maryland are sent into Black-Eyed Susan committees who tally the winners.  The lists of nominees provide good ideas for selections to school libraries.
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http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wjhs/mediactr/Black%20Eyed%20Susan/index.htm
7.  Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People – The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) works in conjunction with the Children’s Book Council (CBC) to compile an annual bibliography of top books that “emphasize human relations, represent a diversity of groups and are sensitive to a broad range of cultural experiences, present an original theme or a fresh slant on a traditional topic, are easily readable and of high literary quality, and have a pleasing format and, when appropriate, illustrations that enrich the text.”  The books are geared toward children in K through 8th grade.  The titles are listed under broad categories such as Biography, Contemporary Concerns and Environment/Energy/Ecology.
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http://www.socialstudies.org/notable
8. Amelia Bloomer Project – published annually by the Feminist Task Force of the Social Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library Association, this book list honors the best children’s books with feminist themes for readers “ages birth through 18.”  The criteria for inclusion on the list are:  significant feminine content, excellence in writing, appealing format and age appropriateness for young readers.  The list has been published since 2002.
http://ameliabloomer.wordpress.com/
9. ALA/ALSC Awards – This page on the American Library Association web site is a very handy list of links to records present and past of all of the major awards in children’s literature, including the Newbery, Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, Sibert, Printz and many more.  
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    http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia
10. Multicultural Review – is a quarterly trade journal and book review for educators and librarians at all levels, as well as “anyone else who is interested in learning about new developments and trends in the field of cultural diversity. The journal features reviews of new print and non-print resources on multicultural topics, and articles that explore current issues.” In addition to regular columns, announcements, and news MultiCultural Review contains five or six feature articles in each issue.  A year’s subscription is $65.00



http://petrolinas.biz/MCR2001-03/mainpage.htm
Current Selection Policy for RPCS Libraries
The primary objective of the RPCS libraries is to support and enrich the curriculum of Roland Park Country School.  To accomplish this objective, it is the responsibility of the libraries:

· To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into account the various abilities, interests and maturity levels of the students. 
· To provide information which is diverse in content and represents the various religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their contributions to the heritage of the United States. 

· To provide materials that will encourage development of factual knowledge, appreciation of literature, aesthetic values, and moral and ethical standards. 

· To provide information which will enable students to make intelligent judgments in their everyday lives and which increase a student's understanding of her own emotional or personal growth. 

· To provide materials which preset opposing sides of controversial issues in order that students may learn to recognize different points of view

Books and other materials are selected in various ways which include:   book reviews; book selection lists; bibliographies; faculty, student or parent suggestions; visits to other libraries; and trips to book stores.

Beverly Edwards’ Selection Criteria
I. Goals

The selection of library materials is guided by the principles that originated with the American Association of School Librarians and were modified to properly meet the needs of the Lower School Library of Roland Park Country School.

· Identify materials that will add to the students' fund of factual knowledge. 

· Select materials that stimulate growth in literary appreciation, aesthetic standards, and ethical judgment. 

· Provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that students are required to weigh alternatives and think critically. 

· Provide selections that represent the full range of religious, ethnic, cultural groups that make up our society. 

· Identify materials that support and enrich the ever changing curricula of the school. 

· Select materials that are suited to the wide range of interests produced by the abilities and maturity levels of the students served. 

II. Procedures for Selection

Recommendations are solicited by the librarian from the teachers, staff, and students. Professionally recognized selection sources are consulted. Evaluation and selection is based on the criteria for selection and the curricular and personal needs of the school community.

III. Selection Criteria

The ability of the library to meet the needs of school community depends to a great extent on the quantity, scope, and quality of the materials available in the collection. The most important consideration for any item is whether it contributes to the fulfillment of the curriculum and meets the individual needs of the students and teachers.

It is the obligation of the library to provide a diversity of points of view so that users may develop the practice of critical analysis.

Each item is considered individually. Materials are selected for their strengths, based on criteria that are most applicable to that particular work.

Criteria for evaluation of nonfiction works:

· Authoritativeness/reputation of the author and/or publisher 

· Timeliness, permanence, and relevance of the item to the curriculum. 

· Accurate content 

· Logical organization and presentation of information 

· Impartiality/nonjudgmental point of view/freedom from bias or presentation of various points of view depending on need 

· Readability and popular appeal 

· Avoidance of stereotyped images of any group or individual 

· Suitability for the physical and emotional development and the varied learning styles of the students 

· Value commensurate with cost and/or need 

· Physical durability 

Additional criteria for the evaluation of fiction works:

· Readability and effectiveness in sustaining the reader's interest 

· Believable, logical, and well-constructed plot 

· Convincing and multidimensional characterization 

· Effective use of language and dialog 

· Originality, literary merit, and aesthetic value 

· Presentation of human emotions, values, and ideas 
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