Collection Evaluation
Roland Park Country School – Killebrew Library
October 7, 2012
********************************************************************************
The following assessment is designed first to be a general evaluation of the entire print collection of the Killebrew Library, and then a specific examination of the 900 section - Geography and History.  I selected this section because there are so many outdated books that need to be weeded.  This is a good time to go through what is currently on the shelves, replace what is necessary and find exciting new materials to fit curriculum needs.
I.   Collection Overview

	Dewey
	# Items
	Average Age
	Circulation
	% Total Collection
	Section Needs Work?

	Reference
	230
	1998
	N/A
	2%
	Yes  - Needs major updating

	000
	34
	2002
	236
	.5%
	Yes – Add materials

	100
	39
	2002
	97
	.5%
	Yes – Add materials

	200
	124
	1996
	490
	1%
	Yes –Weed & Update

	300
	681
	1995
	2,373
	6%
	Yes – Weed & Update

	400
	84
	1999
	326
	.5%
	Yes – Weed and add 

	500
	795
	2001
	5,046
	8%
	Yes – get all books current & add more

	600
	370
	2002
	5,135
	4%
	Not at this time

	700
	297
	2002
	2,602
	3%
	Not at this time

	800
	342
	1999
	1,751
	3%
	Not at this time

	900
	713
	1997
	2,078
	7%
	Yes - Update

	Biography
	486
	1999
	1,308
	5%
	Weed & Update

	Easy
	3,171
	2000
	22,250
	31%
	No – in good shape

	Fiction
	2,356
	2003
	23,308
	23%
	No – in good shape

	I Can Read
	160
	1997
	1,966
	2%
	Weed, update & add materials

	Mystery
	265
	2001
	2,335
	3%
	Not at this time

	Short Stories
	43
	1997
	170
	.5%
	Not very popular – could update & add


Number of Students in the Lower School:  190

Total # of Items in the Collection – 10,190

Total # of Books per Student - 54

Summary:  The fiction sections of the Killebrew Library are in excellent shape, and the 600s, 700s and 800s are fine for the moment.  The rest of the nonfiction needs the most attention.  The top three priorities are:
· 900s (Social Sciences and History) –147 books have been weeded, but this section could use another going-over.  There are still outdated books on countries and their cultures, ancient Greece/Rome/Egypt and United States history.  Many new materials are needed to update this part of the collection in order to support the social studies curriculum in grades 2 through 5.
· 500s – Many of these have been weeded due to old copyright dates.  Much in the science world has changed in recent years, and newer books should be added to replace all the old books that have been removed.  The 500 shelves are much barer now, leaving plenty of room for the exciting new titles that are coming out all of the time.
· 300s – In this section, a thorough weeding is necessary to remove many old books that are outdated and falling apart. A large percentage of these old books include classic folk tales, legends, fairy tales and fables.  These should be replaced with newer, updated copies of the well-known tales.  There are also books on holidays, customs and religions that are from the 1990s, and the images are not reflective of modern culture.  The students do not relate to these books and rarely check them out.  Newer versions of books like these are also available for our shelves.
Although the number of books per student (54) is higher than national standards, much work needs to be done to get the nonfiction shelves current and applicable to the curriculum.  In comparing the percentages of our collection in the various Dewey Decimal sections of our library to a suggested chart in Administering the School Library Media Center, 4th ed.  Westport, Conn.:  Libraries Unlimited, 2004, it looks like the biggest deficiency in the RPCS library is the 900s.  Their chart includes biographies, while ours are separated, but RPCS has only 12% in 900s instead of the 20% suggested.  Several of the other nonfiction sections in our library, such as the 000s (computer science, reference and general works), 200s (religions and holidays), and 400s (languages and math), are lower than the example, indicating a real need to focus on nonfiction this year.
II.   Weeding Process 

I started at the beginning of the 900 section and went through it book by book, pulling out materials with old copyright dates (removing a great deal of books that were published before the year 1999), books that were weathered or falling apart, books with outdated photographs or subject matter that is no longer covered in the curriculum and a few doubles.  The following is a sampling of some of the books that were weeded, including a few of the most ancient that were discovered:

	Title, Call # of Book
	Year
	Reason for Weeding

	904.7 – 100 Greatest Disasters
	1997
	There have been many more disasters since then.

	909.82 – The Century for Young People
	1999
	We are in a different century now!

	9i0 – Geography from A to Z:  A Picture Glossary
	1988
	Many of the countries have changed since this was printed.

	910 – Finding the Titanic
	1993
	I have bought several new books on the Titanic.

	912.73 – Puzzle Maps U.S.A.
	1990
	Not appealing – has not been checked out since 1999

	929.9 - Flag
	1989
	Outdated and old.

	932 – An Ancient Egyptian Herbal
	1989
	Strange book – does not apply to curriculum

	938 – An Alphabet of Ancient Greece
	1968
	Very old book—copyright itself is ancient!

	940.53 – Women and War
	1993
	More wars since then and more women to celebrate

	940.53 – World Leaders
	1993
	So many world leaders have been added to the scene.

	940.54 – America in World War II
	1992
	I have purchased several newer books on WWII.

	941.092 – The Coronation Gift Book
	1952
	Extremely old!  A lot has happened in the royal family since.

	942 – Above and Below Stairs
	1983 
	Does not relate to anything in curriculum.

	948.97 - Finland
	1988
	Finland and its people are more modern now.

	951 – China for Younger Readers
	1989
	People and places in China have changed since then.

	953 – An Arab Family
	1985
	Families do not look this way anymore – very dated.

	956.1 – Ephesus – The Civilization of Western Anatolia
	1970
	Does not relate to anything in curriculum

	960 – First Book about Africa
	1989
	Know that I can find a much better, newer beginning book

	968.91 - Zimbabwe
	1986
	Like many other country books we have that are outdated

	970.62 – Hopi Kachina Dolls
	1959
	Cover ancient, pages yellowed, out-of-date

	972 – An Aztec Warrior 
	1988
	Book was in bad shape and was also dated

	973 – Growing Up in Colonial America
	1995
	Need something more exciting to entice 3rd graders.


III. Curriculum Map

Geography & History – 900s

This is a close examination of the 900 section.  After weeding 174 books, there are currently 713 titles in the collection.  I am skipping the 920s here because they are collected biographies, and we keep them with our other biographies (which we label as “B”).  These can be tackled at another time.  I am also not listing the 900s because we had very few books in that category; more might be added at some point.  What I found utterly amazing here is that with regard to social studies, every grade focuses on some aspect of American history, but other countries and cultures are not really tackled anywhere else!  I guess I never realized this.  It is alarming to me, and I need to bring it to someone’s attention. The foreign language (FL) teachers use some books on cultures, particularly France, Spain and Mexico, since French and Spanish are studied.  No teacher would give me an exact number of books to purchase.  All said just get what you can find on the topic, and they would shop around some themselves as well.  It is extremely hard to predict how many books are needed to meet curriculum needs.  I am making educated guesses here.  I think this whole study will bring about great discussion in both the whole lower school faculty and the members of the History Department, which includes teachers from all three divisions of the school.  It should be interesting to see how this unfolds.  
	Dewey/Subject
	Grade Level
	# Left
	# of Quality Titles
	# Teacher Requested
	# to Meet Curriculum Needs

	910 – Geography, Travel
	1st, 3rd
	50
	More need to be weeded – about 27 of high quality
	Mr. Vermilye – map books; Ms. Saffer -Explorers
	10

	930 – Ancient World
	2nd, 5th
	29
	These are all pretty good titles, but more needs to be added.
	Ms. Dyer – archaeology;  Ms. Greene – Ancient Egypt, mummies, anything related.
	10-15

	940 – Europe
	FL – all grades
	60
	More need to be weeded – want replacements first.  About 33 of high quality.  
	Mme. Polillo  - books on France and French culture; Ms. Allen – books on Spain and Spanish culture
	20-25

	950 - Asia
	?
	44
	More need to be weeded – want replacements first.  About 28 of high quality.
	None requested – I would like to have updated books on as many of the major Asian countries as possible
	25

	960 - Africa
	?
	22
	Many of these are old; only about 10 are of good quality
	None requested – I would like to have updated books on as many of the major Asian countries as possible
	30

	970 – North America
	K, PF, 2nd, 3rd, 4th
	273
	About 210 of these are of good quality
	Ms. Davis– American Symbols;  Ms. Crawford – African-American History; Mr. Vermilye – Colonial America and Native American books, especially about Maryland; Ms. Samet – Westward Expansion and Civil War, Ms. Dyer – Civil Rights and Immigration; Mme. Polillo – Canada; Ms. Greene -Baltimore
	50

	980 – South America
	FL – All grades
	27
	More need to be weeded – want replacements first.  About 20 of high quality.
	Ms. Allen – Books on Mexico
	30

	990 – Other Countries
	K
	11
	About 8 of these are of good quality
	Ms. Davis - Books on Arctic and Antarctica
	25


IV. Selection
Below are 5 print titles and 3 non-print titles of recommendations to add to the collection
	Book Title
	Author
	ISBN 
	Publisher
	Dewey Subject
	Cost

	How the Sphinx Got to the Museum
	Jessie Hartland
	1609050320
	Blue Apple Books
	932
	$17.99

	 Within New York City's Metropolitan Museum of Art, the sphinx of the Pharaoh Hatshepsut holds court. But how did this ancient artifact get to the museum? An acclaimed author and illustrator presents this fascinating history of the Hatshepsut sphinx.  Grades 1 and up. (SLJ 1/1/2001; BL*10/1/2010;  HB 1/1/2011)

	Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans
	Kadir Nelson
	0061730742
	Balzer & Bray Harperteen
	973
	$19.99

	An introduction to African-American history from Revolutionary-era slavery up to the election of President Obama.  Grades 1 – 5 (SLJ 9/1/2011; BL*8/1/2011; HB 11/1/2011)

	The Secret Cave
	Emily Arnold McCully
	0374366942
	Farar Straus Giroux
	944.72
	$17.99

	Jacques, Jojo, Simon, and Marcel were looking for buried treasure when they explored a cave in the south of France in 1940. But the treasure inside was not what they expected, and in fact far more valuable: the walls were covered with stunning prehistoric paintings and engravings, preserved within the sealed cave for over 17,000 years. This is the true story of the boys who discovered the cave of Lascaux, bringing to the modern world powerful examples of the very beginning of art. Grades (BCCB 10/1/2010; BL 11/1/2010; SLJ 10/1/2011)

	Civil War:  A Visual History
	None specified
	075667185X
	DK Publishing
	973.7
	$40.00

	Produced with the Smithsonian Institution and released in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the start of the war, "The Civil War" is the definitive visual history to one of the most defining moments in America's history. Grades 4 and up (BL 4/1/2011; SLJ 6/1/2011; LJ 3/1/2011)

	Goliath:  The Hero of the Great Baltimore Fire
	Claudia Friddell
	158536455X
	Sleeping Bear Press
	975.26043
	$17.95

	In 1904, the city of Baltimore is almost destroyed by fire. But Goliath, a fire horse assigned to Engine Company 15, leads his team into the blaze and his lifesaving actions put him into the pages of history.. Grades 2 – 5 (SLJ 9/1/2010; BL 7/1/10; WCCC)


	Dewey
	Multimedia Title
	Information

	973 (DVD)
	How the States Got Their Shapes
	Produced by Half Yard Productions for the History Channel ; producer, director, and writer, Ann Carroll.  Cost - $19.99   Published 2010.  DVD – 100 minutes.  Every line on the U.S. map tells a great story: California's border was bent to claw onto lucrative gold deposits ... Oklahoma's panhandle reflects a shifting national barometer for legal slavery ... Kentucy, Tennessee and Virginia's shared border traces the scar of a meteor impact. The segments reveal the larger story of what makes America unique: a range of natural resources, a history of social experimentation, and a thriving democracy.

	974 (DVD)
	Constitution Day
	Produced by Jerry Baber by Library Video Company.  ISBN #141709440.  DVD – 12 minutes.  Grades 4-5.  Cost - $29.95.  By focusing on the Constitution and Citizenship Day, this entertaining video gives a good overview of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.  C2010 (WCCC)

	973.09 (DVD)
	The American Presidents
	Disney Educational Video.  ISBN #1597532479.  Cost $29.99 DVD -45 minutes. American history is so much more than dates and documents—it's the dynamic story of the real men and women, immigrants and Native Americans, who together built our country. "Disney's The American Presidents" is a fresh and relevant narrative (developed with the former producer of "The Daily Show" and "The Colbert Report") about the men who led this country through change—from an early idea of democracy to our first African-American President.



