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Roland Park Country School
Dramatic Book Talks
1.  Rationale 

At RPCS, an all-girls private school, a large majority of students are enthusiastic about reading.  Many of the parents of these girls see reading as important, so they take the time to instill in their daughters an appreciation of reading at a very young age.  As a result, most lower school students (grades K – 5) are delighted to spend time in the library to browse, select and read.
Something happens, however, when these girls reach the middle grades.  First of all, their schedules become jam-packed with activities both inside and outside of school, such as sports, dance, music lessons and the like.  Their schoolwork and homework loads increase as well.  This leaves precious little time for reading for pleasure.  

In addition, middle school students develop different priorities in adolescence.  The plethora of electronic devices available to them make for a huge distraction.  As their social lives develop, many prefer calling a friend or Instant Messaging to picking up a book.
As educators, then, we must be creative about promoting reading as a worthwhile activity for adolescents.  Dramatic Book Talking is an attempt to address this need.
2.  Audience 

The audience for this plan is middle school students (grades 6-8), but there could be some flexibility to include lower or higher grades, depending upon the appropriateness or readability of the books, as well as the reading level or interests of the students.  The specific grade level(s) for a particular book would depend upon these factors as well.
3.  Objectives

· To summarize the essence of particular young adult books in a succinct yet creative manner.
· To endorse a wide variety of books which address the needs and interests of all young adults, particularly reluctant readers.
· To promote specific young adult books to RPCS students, sparking their interest enough to check out and (hopefully) read them.
· To engage and entertain the students, creating enthusiasm for reading in general.
· To present reading as a lifelong and worthwhile activity.
4.  Description of the Plan 

Book talks provide an effective method of promoting a book, and students respond well to creative presentations.  One way that works well is having the book talker assume the role of one of the characters in the book and speak in his or her voice.  The obvious character to choose would be the main character or the narrator of the story, but sometimes a minor character can provide a unique and interesting perspective.  Once the speaker selects the character, she then prepares what to say, keeping in mind that the idea is to hook students in and get them interested enough to want to check out the book and read it.
The librarian herself can do book talks of this nature, but they involve a good deal of time and preparation, so the frequency of them may be minimal.  One way to have more frequent book talks, along with a wider variety of them, is to get others involved. A natural place to turn is to the school’s drama department, where there are trained and talented students who would make excellent presenters.  My idea is to have drama students do dramatic book talks, each student presenting herself as a character from the book about which she is speaking!  In the case of Roland Park Country School, I would suggest that upper school drama students present to middle school library classes.
The ideal plan is to have the drama teacher work in conjunction with the librarian and involve as many drama students as possible.  A typical assignment in many drama courses is writing and presenting a monologue--this would be the perfect venue for the joint project. The librarian would give the drama teacher a variety of book titles (and the actual books to check out to the students as well). The drama teacher would then assign a different book to each drama student.  The assignments could be distributed by one of these methods:
· The teacher matches a particular book with a particular student
· The students have some choice in selecting a book from the list
· The teacher arranges some sort of random pairing of book and student.

The drama student’s assignment would be to read the book, select a character to portray and write a monologue that would pique a great deal of interest in the story.  After writing the monologue, the student would, with the help of the drama teacher, 
stage the monologue and rehearse it.  Students would be encouraged to use any appropriate costume or prop that would enhance the presentation, and they would also work to act out the part convincingly (i.e. using appropriate voice quality, gestures, movements, facial expressions and so on).  The students would memorize and practice their monologues until they mastered them.  

The dramatic book talks could either be an in-class or independent assignment for the drama teacher, depending on the schedule of the class and the needs of the teacher.
There are different possibilities for scheduling the book talks with library classes—there could be one or two presentations per class over a period of time, or there could be a whole class devoted to dramatic book talks.  
4.  Cooperative Efforts with Outside Sources

Obviously, the drama teacher would have to agree to cooperate with the librarian on this project, but other people would have to be consulted as well, such as the upper and middle school division heads.  The librarian would need to make sure that the library is suitable for the activity and that nothing else is scheduled for that time period.  
5.  Use of Technology

Technology use for this project would be minimal.  The focus would be on the live action of the monologue.  If the drama students wanted to include music or images along with their book talks, they could use their laptops for designing, and then the librarian would provide the necessary set-up.  The drama students could be creative in the ways they might use technology to enhance their presentation.
6.  Type of Evaluative Assessment

The librarian could assess the effectiveness of the dramatic book talks by keeping track of the number of times the books presented were checked out, by written feedback on a survey sheet, by class discussion or by query of individual students.
Bibliography of Sources Used

This idea is original and I did not use any resources to write up this Reading Promotion Plan.  I would definitely use the class textbook and other selection and evaluation sources, such as those listed in the course syllabus, to choose the books to be used for the book talks.
