PROBLEM STATEMENT, SCRIPT and RESEARCH QUESTIONS for FIRST and SECOND GRADE TEACHERS 
Roland Park Country School
Beverly Edwards, Lower School Librarian

Problem Statement
As the Lower School Librarian at Roland Park Country School, I currently teach research skills to students in grades 3-5, but I do not address any research skills with younger students, particularly first and second graders.  I have learned that there are other schools in which lessons on basic research skills are taught at an early age.  I need to know if adding these skills to the curriculum would be a worthwhile exercise that would have an impact on the students’ academic achievement.
Research Questions:
· What, if anything, do first and second grade teachers address with regard to research skills in their curriculum?  
· What research skills might the teachers be interested in having the librarian teach? 
· What kinds of lessons would be effective?  How could the lessons tie in to the existing curriculum?
Plan 
I plan to meet and sit down with the first and second grade teachers at my school for approximately half an hour to 45 minutes.  There are two teachers for each grade level, and I think it would be productive and interesting to interview the two for first grade together and the two for second grade together.  I will take notes by hand during the discussion and also ask the teachers for permission to be audio-recorded. 
SCRIPT
B:  As part of a course I am taking at McDaniel College, I am developing an action research project on a topic that is of great interest to me—introducing and teaching research skills to younger students, particularly those in 1st and 2nd grade.  I’d like to ask you a few questions and discuss the possibility of working with you in teaching such skills to your students. 
When I say “research skills,” I am referring to any kind of inquiry-based process for seeking knowledge in a curricular subject.  This is a very broad definition with which to begin, but I would like to start there and then move into more specific aspects of it as we go along.
QUESTIONS

· Can you think of any lessons or activities you currently do with your students that might include this broad definition of research skills?  If so, describe the lesson and/or activity.

· One of the AASL standards for learning (explain and give copies of the document) is to “develop strategies and skills for information gathering and problem solving using different sources.” Which of the following tools have you used in your lessons with students:
_____Books
_____Dictionaries

_____Early-Learner Encyclopedias

_____Almanacs for Kids

_____Atlases

_____Online Resources for Kids

_____Pictures

_____Films

_____Audio recordings

· Out of the sources listed above, which ones do you think your students would be able to use for basic research?
· What is the general range of reading levels for your students?  

· Out of all of the subjects you teach, which one(s) interest you as a potential area for students to conduct research?  Are there any particular units that would lend themselves well to this?
· Have you ever heard of I-search?  (Give brief explanation of I-search)  How might we be able to incorporate it into your curriculum?  How might we be able to work as a team to develop and implement such an activity?
· Another AASL standard fits in nicely with I-search--“develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding.”  What kinds of questions might students of the age you teach be able to formulate?
· Have you ever heard of the Big6? (present a list with brief components for each skill, as listed below)  Let’s go through each step at a time.  Which might be appropriate to use with the students you teach?

1. Task Definition  

1.1 Define the information problem 

1.2 Identify information needed in order to complete the task (to solve the information problem) 

2. Information Seeking Strategies   

2.1 Determine the range of possible sources (brainstorm) 

2.2 Evaluate the different possible sources to determine priorities (select the best sources) 

3. Location and Access  

3.1 Locate sources (intellectually and physically)  

3.2 Find information within sources  

4. Use of Information    

4.1 Engage (e.g., read, hear, view, touch) the information in a source  

4.2 Extract relevant information from a source  

5. Synthesis    

5.1 Organize information from multiple sources  

5.2 Present the information  

6. Evaluation  

6.1 Judge the product (effectiveness)  

6.2 Judge the information problem-solving process (efficiency) 

· If we were to work as a team on a project, what do you see my as my role in the process?

· How might students present the information they gather?
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