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Print Sources:
Barr, Catherine and John Gillepsie. Best Books for Children: Preschool Through Grade 6. 8th ed. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2006. 1783 pp. $78.40 (1-59158-085-4).
Subject: Library
A source to help libraries evaluate, update, or balance a current school or public library collection; develop bibliographies of recommended reading for children's recreational or student curriculum needs; or provide a topical research source for teachers, students, or public library customers.
Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, 16th ed.   Scranton, PA: HarperCollins Publishers, 2006. 1,523 pp. $44.00 (9780756602277).
Subject: Language Arts

This classic reference book gives background and meaning to a wide range of words 
and phrases--some, but not all of which, in everyday English. There are also 
accompanying articles on mythological references, customs, folklore, beliefs and 
superstitions.
Buchanan, Andrea and Miriam Peskowitz. The Daring Book for Girls. Scranton, PA: HarperCollins Publishers, 280pp. $21.56 (9780061472572). 
Subject: Health/Phys Ed.

This book bills itself as “…the manual for everything that girls need to know,” and it is 
filled with a wide range of facts and fun for young girls.  There are some brief summaries 
of famous women included, but the bulk of the text is about what girls can achieve, large 
and small.
Dealy, Bridget, et al. DK Junior Genreflecting: A Guide to Good Reads and Series Fiction for Children.  Engelwood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2000. 187 pp. $34.00 (9781563085567).
Subject: Library; General Subjects

This work is a guide to quality books in popular fiction for kids, categorized in different 
genres: adventure; science fiction; fantasy, etc. There are subdivisions in each 
category.  Approximately 6,000 titles are included.
DK First Animal Encyclopedia.  London: DK Publishing, Inc., 2004. 160 pp. $15.99 (9780756602277).
Subject: Science

A volume geared toward 5 – 8 year-olds, this book has large colorful pictures to go along with the animal information.  It is divided into five sections: mammals; birds; reptiles and amphibians; “creepy-crawlers” and fish.  There are featured maps as well.
Edwards, Elwyn H. and Sharon Lucas.  New Encyclopedia of the Horse, rev. ed.  London: DK Publishing, Inc., 2001. 400 pp. $40.00 (978078471819).
Subject: Science


This book has the most comprehensive information about horses, including the evolution 
of the horse and information about every breed (over 150) known to man.  There are full-


figured photographs for each breed.  There is also a section on horse management. 
Fogle, Bruce.  New Encyclopedia of the Dog, 2nd edition.  London: DK Publishing, Inc., 2000. 460 pp. $40.00 (9780789461308).
Subject: Science


This is the ultimate resource on dogs—it includes over 420 breeds from locations around 
the world.  It is divided into two main sections: Visual Breed Guide and Complete 
History, which includes information from the early evolution of dogs to the present.
Freeman, Judy.  Once Upon a Time: Using Storytelling, Creative Drama and Reader’s Theater with Children in Grades Pre-K-6.  Englewood, CO:  Libraries Unlimited, 2007.  288 pp. $35.00  (9781591586631).
Subject: Language Arts; Drama
This book gives advice and tips on how to learn and tell a story, how to write and present a Reader’s Theatre presentation, and how to use creative drama to act out a story. 

Herald, Diane.  Fluent in Fantasy.  Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2007.  328 pp. $52.00  (9781591581987).
Subject: Language Arts; Library

This is a new guide of fantasy books, focusing upon titles published in the last ten years.  Over 2,000 annotated titles are included, as well as new trends in fantasy literature. 
Janson, Anthony. History of Art for Young People, 5th ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.  632 pp. $59.99  (9780810941502).
Subject, Art; Social Studies.

This book covers the evolution of art from prehistoric times to the late 1990s and 
although it is geared toward young people, the text provides an overview that anyone 
can understand.  There are nearly 600 illustrations as well.
Jones, Dolores Blythe. Children's Literature Awards and Winners: A Directory of Prizes, Authors and Illustrators. 3rd ed. Detroit, Michigan: Neal Shulman Publishers, Inc., 1994. 678 pp. $130.00 (0810369001).
Subject: Media

Print index organized by awards in alphabetical order. Provides a short bibliography about award winners and honored books. All awards are for children's literature. 

Lynn, Ruth Nadelman. Fantasy Literature for Children and Young Adults. 5th ed. New Providence, New Jersey: R.R. Bowker, 2005. 1092 pp. $53.72 (0835234568).
Subject: Language Arts 

Annotated bibliography of fantasy books for children and young adults, divided by types 

of fantasy and research guides. Provides grade level suggestions and author study  
ideas. 
Millet, Melanie.  Family Fun and Games.  Cedar Fort: CFI Distribution, 2007. 72pp.  $10.95 (9781555178406)
Subject: Physical Education


This book gives directions for more than 800 games all around the world.  There are 
general games using dice and darts, card games and alternative games.

National Geographic Our World: A Child’s First Picture Atlas. Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 2006.  32 pp.  $17.95 (9780792255314).
Subject: Social Studies

This atlas is designed to introduce very young students (ages 4-6) to the basics of geography, including continents, the four oceans and major countries using large, colorful pictures and easy-to-read text.
National Geographic United States Atlas for Young Explorers.. Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 2008.  176 pp.  $19.96 (9781426302558).
Subject: Social Studies

This is an updated volume of the large atlas geared towards elementary-level students (ages 8 - 12). Its focus is on the United States instead of the entire world. It contains updated photographs, graphics and maps, and also has icons that allow students to interact with a specially-designed web site from National Geographic.
National Geographic World Atlas for Young Explorers, 3rd ed. Washington: National Geographic Society, 2005.  144 pp. $19.96 (9781426300882).
Subject: Social Studies

 This is an updated volume of the large atlas geared towards middle level students (ages10 and up).  It contains updated photographs, graphics and maps, and also has icons that allow students to interact with a specially-designed web site from National Geographic.  With this connection, students can see and hear moving images that connect with the facts.
Nichols, Margaret and Christine Wynar.  A Guide to Reference Books for School Media Centers.  Englewood Libraries Unlimited, 1992.  463 pp. $40.00 (9780872878334).
Subject:  Library

Annotated descriptions of 2,280 works including content, organization, age and reading 
styles, strengths and weaknesses, reviews and comparison with other titles.  Electronic 
reference sources are also included.

The Nystrom World Atlas.  Chicago: Nystrom Herff Jones Education Division, 2006. 118pp.  $9.25 (9780782510768).  Set of 25 @ $9.25 each - $248.75.                                            Subject: Library; Social Studies

These paperback student atlases can be used as a classroom set for the library.  Each student will have her own copy to use as a reference for classroom activities. Most continents and regions have two general reference maps: land cover maps and political maps.  The World and the United States have a third general reference map for elevation.
One Million Things: A Visual Encyclopedia of Everything.  London: DK Publishing, Inc., 2008. 304 pp. $19.99 (9780756638436).
Subject: Math

This is a brand new encyclopedia that focuses on the visual—each striking page is filled 
with artistically-arranged photographic images.  The writing level of the text is a bit too 
high for the lowest grades, but anyone of any age can enjoy the beauty of this book.
Orey, Michael et al. Educational Media and Technology Yearbook, Volume 33. Englewood, CO:  Libraries Unlimited, 2008. 368 pp. $80.00 (9781591586470).
Subject: Library

This book highlights recent technological trends in education. It includes some of the specific advances that have been made in the field during the previous year.  In addition, it offers other updated and pertinent information through journal articles, organizations, books, and more.

Oxford Dictionary of Foreign Words and Phrases.  Cary, NC: Oxford University Press, 2005. 523pp.  $40.00 (9780756631758)
Subject: Foreign Languages


Instead of focusing on one language, this book takes common English words and 
phrases with foreign roots, defines them, puts them in context and explains their usage.  
Covers over 8,000 foreign terms from a large variety of languages..
Peterson, Carolyn Sue and Ann D. Fenton.  Reference Books for Children, 4th ed.  Portland: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 1992.  414 pp. $49.50 (9780872878334)
Subject:  Library

Evaluates over 1,000 reference works and selection tools using complete bibliographic 
data, prices, description and more.  Broad scope of materials covering a wide range of 
interests, it serves as a buying guide for both public and private libraries.
Price, Anne, ed. Children's Catalog. 19th ed. New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 2006. 1,670 pp. $195.00 (0-8242-1073-5).
Subject: Library
This is a print book that provides over 8,500 entries of fiction and non-fiction books, periodicals, and electronic resources. The entries include author, title, subject, price, ISBN and a brief description as well as review sources for materials for children preschool through grade six. 

Reitz, Joan.  Dictionary for Library and Information Science. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2004.  800 pp. $78.00 (9781563089626).
Subject: Library

This volume is billed as “the most comprehensive and reliable English-language 
resource for terminology used in all types of libraries”.  The approximately 4,000 entries 
include not only library terminology but also the vocabulary associated with book printing 
and publishing.
Rules of the Game: The Complete Illustrated Encyclopedia of all the Sports of the World.  Manchester, UK: St. Martin’s Press, 1994.  320pp.  $19.95  (9780312119409)
Subject: Physical Education


There are 150 sports covered in this book and each is given a brief history, rules, playing 
area, equipment, scoring, etc. This guide is British, but it has comprehensive coverage 
of United States sports as well. 

Sibley, David. National Audubon Society: The Sibley Guide to Birds. New York: Knopf Publishing Group, 2000.  544 pp. $28.00 (9780679451228).
Subject: Science

David Sibley is a top expert on birds and paints them as well, so this book has a great deal of information, as well as watercolor illustrations. Among other things, it has details about plumage variations and migration routes.  There are about 810 species covered in the book, with about 6,600 watercolors accompanying them.
Weber, Belinda. The Kingfisher Children’s Atlas.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.  .  80 pp.  $14.95 (9780753457740).
Subject:  Social Studies

Organized by continents, this atlas is geared toward 7 to 10 year-olds and includes 
digital 
maps filled with graphics indicating wildlife, industries, crops and more.  As a 
result, the maps are a bit busy, yet they are appealing to children this age.  The text 
serving as an overview for each continent is minimal and easy to understand.  Real 
photographs and artwork are also included.
Whitaker, John. National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Mammals.  New York: Knopf Publishing Group, 1996.  937 pp.  $19.95 (9780679446316).
Subject:  Science

This field guide has 375 color plates of animals, as well as detailed information on them, 
including habitat, range, tracks and feeding habits.  There are also accompanying range 
maps.
World Atlas, 7th ed.  New York: DK Publishing, 2007. 368pp.  $40.00 (9780756631758)
Subject: Social Studies

Newsday dubbed it “the mother of all atlases” because it is a large, thick, comprehensive resource perfect for libraries or as a family resource.  Organized by continent, this atlas covers everything from physical landscape to economic resources, as well as information about each of the countries in the continent.  The four world oceans are also covered.
World Book Encyclopedia 2008. (Set of 22 volumes) Chicago: World Book, Inc., 2008. $999.00 (9780716601081).
Subject: General

This set of encyclopedias works well with elementary-level students because it has a 
straightforward format, lots of good pictures and illustrations and articles that start out 
simple and get progressively more challenging as they increase in length.
The World Factbook, 2008. Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency, 2008. 709pp. $48.00 (9781597971096).
Subject: Social Studies

This is the U.S. government’s official handbook of geography, with the most current information on countries of the world. There is at least one map per country, and the statistics for each include population, economic, political, literacy rate, ethnicity data and much more. 
Zimmerman, W. Frederick.  Is the World Flat? : An Atlas of Cool World Maps That Teach Twenty-First Century Kids New Ways of Seeing Our Changing Earth's History, People, Environment, and Wildlife.   Nimble Books, 2006.  $17.81 (9780978813819).
Subject: Social Studies, Science

This creative book can be summed up by its lengthy title and its statement from the 
publisher:  “An atlas of cool world maps that teaches twenty-first century kids new ways 
of seeing our changing Earth's history, people, environment, and wildlife.” 

Fee-Based Databases/Online Sources:
ABC Teach.  Bloomfield Hills: abc teach, 2008.  http://www.abcteach.com> Online.  $35/year  Subject:  Math; Social Studies: Reading
This site offers much free material, such as printables and tools for creating individual materials, but the small yearly subscription fee opens to door to much more, including worksheets and puzzle generators, over 6,000 documents, as well as shared submissions.
Biography Resource Center.  Florence, KY: Gale Cengage Learning, 2008.  <http://www.gale.cengage.com/BiographyRC/reviews.htm> Online:  $1,775 /year 
Subjects: Language Arts, Social Studies, Library

Online database with an updated interface and easy-to-navigate search options ranging from   broad to focused.  Each individual has a tabbed page that allows access to both short and lengthy biographies, magazine articles recent updates and pertinent websites.  Feature on homepage called “Spotlight On” offers a daily look at a specific individual related to current events.  
Books in Print.  New Proviidence:  R.R. Bowker, LLC, 2008.  <http://www.booksinprint.com/bip/>Online:  $830/year.                                                        Subject: Media

The largest Web-based bibliographic resource for millions of books, audio books, video and DVD titles, this site keeps current on all things related to the spoken and written word.  Several methods of searching are available:  by status; by format; by general subject; by index and more.  There is also access to specialized databases, such as the Fiction Connection and the non-Fiction Connection.
CAMIO – Catalog of Art Museum Images Online.  Dublin,OH:  OCLC, 2008. <http://www.oclc.org/camio/default.htm>Online:  $ /year.                                                   Subject:  Art 
This database contains about 95,000 art images from prominent art museums around the world.  It covers various forms of art, such as paintings, photographs, prints, drawings, costumes, watercolors, and so on.
Children’s Magazine Guide.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Publishing Group, 2008. <http://www.childrensmag.com>Online  $79.95/year.                                                         Subject: Library
This site provides a subject index for magazines on the elementary and middle school levels.  Over 65 magazines are covered, and it also offers citations of handpicked websites that relate to the topic being explored.
The Columbia World of Quotations.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1996. CD-ROM: $420.00 (9780231105187). 
Subject: Language Arts
These are all quotes by over 5,000 authors, and they are organized under several different search terms besides author’s name; gender, occupation, birthdate, nationality, title  and more.  The extra bonus is lots of biographical information and contextual notes to go along with the quotes.
Enchanted Learning.com .  Mercer Island: Enchanted Learning, LLC, 2008. <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html>Online.  $20/year.                                   Subject: General
This site used to rely on submissions from teachers, but the reasonable annual fee has changed the set-up.  The home page has a huge but simple chart with links mostly by subject matter.  The graphic in each box of the chart should make it easier for the younger grades to navigate.  There is an extensive area devoted to graphic organizers, with dozens of examples, labels and explanations. Other standout areas include the picture dictionaries, the K-3 theme pages and the writing activities.  Subscribers get an ad-free, banner-free version of the site.
Reading A-Z.  Tuscon: Learning A-Z, 2008. <http://www.readinga-z.com/>Online.  $49.95/year                                                             Subject:  Reading, Language Arts
This online reading site is designed for reading teachers but can be used by any educator who has reading incorporated to her subject matter (and that includes just about everyone)!.  Thousands of free printable materials as well as downloadable books designed for particular reading levels are available.  The site is easy to navigate—there are tabs at the top of the home page, and the creative activities include reader’s theatre.
Quia Web.  San Mateo, CA : Quia Corporation, 2008. <http://www.quia.com/servlets/quia.web.QuiaWebManager> Online.  $199/year                Subjects: General
This site bills itself as “the only website a teacher will ever need,” and it certainly could be true for many teachers. The tools provided include templates for activities, quizzes, puzzles, and more.  There is a school-wide network for collaboration with other teachers and a huge area of shared activities from other teachers.  There are two separate areas called the “Teacher Zone” and the “Student Zone,” which is available for students to actually take the quizzes and do the activities.
Free Databases/Online Sources 
Academy of Achievement.  < http://www.achievement.org/>
A unique website of a unique organization, this focuses on successful individuals and their keys to success.  Each achiever, both past and present, has a page with biographical data, an interview about the accomplishment, and, most importantly, an explanation of his or her success.
Bartley.com – Great Books Online <http://www.bartleby.com/>

Since Bartleby is an internet publishing company, the details about the great books on this site are very thorough.  The home page of the site also has several other categories with either new or featured authors, with the famous quotation and definitions.

Biographies of Women Mathematicians. <http://www.agnesscott.edu/lriddle/women/women.htm>
An entire site on women in mathematics?  Even though it seems hard to believe, the answer is yes. You can search this site by names in alphabetical order, by names in chronological order, by prizes or awards a, by birth location or birth date, and so on.
BookPage.  <http://www.bookpage.com/>

This database comes from a monthly magazine that reviews new and popular books.  It includes detailed interviews with authors and an archive of past reviews and interviews.  The home page is a delightful mixture of teasers and categories to draw you into the site.  July, for example, has links to books about independence and China (upcoming Olympics), Summer Reading suggestions, featured titles and featured authors, Burning Questions about books, contest announcements and more.
BookWire.  <http://www.bookwire.com/>
This subtitle for this site is “the book industry resource,” offering “the general scoop” on the book industry.  There are four major divisions in the site: booksellers; publishers, libraries and other book resources.  The focus on the publishing and selling ends of the industry make this site a bit different from many others of this nature.
The Database of Award-Winning Children’s Literature.  <http://www.dawcl.com/>.
A librarian developed this site and keeps it current by updating it frequently. It was designed to be a well-organized, concrete list of top-notch children’s books, but it has branched out into much more than that.  It has more than 7,000 records of 79 awards and their winners.
KidsClick! <http://www.kidsclick.org/>
Developed by several librarians, this site provides a search engine/web guide for children to over 600 subject areas. Subjects are categorized on the home page, and searching by letter is also available.  With a single click, there is another version of the home page specifically for librarians, where the subjects are listed by Dewey Decimal Number.
Library Spot. <http://www.libraryspot.com/about.htm>
This site brings together hand-selected, high-quality library and reference sites in a central location.  The left column menu divides topics into three groups:  Libraries, Reading Room and Information Desk.  Something unique about this particular site is the wealth of information that can be found by exploring some of these libraries—there are twelve different types from which to select, such as film libraries, medical libraries, and law libraries.  Many reference resources are easily accessible—dictionaries, maps, encyclopedias, directories, newspapers, quotations, and much more.
Symbols.com - Online Encyclopedia of Western Signs and Ideograms.        <http://www.symbols.com/>

This is a very interesting site that revolves around 2,500 Western symbols and their meanings.  The user can search by a graphic index, a word index or random signs.  The symbols are categorized into subgroups, another means for searching.  There is a book that goes along with the site available for order, but the site is free!
Free Websites 

ABCya! <http://www.abcya.com/index.htm>
This site was created by teachers and bills itself as “The Leader in Kids Educational Games and Activities.”  The activities are divided into grade levels from kindergarten through fifth grade, and each level has 20+ age-appropriate activities. What makes this site unique is that it was specifically designed for younger children to navigate alone without needing help from parents.  The directions are simple, and there are no unnecessary menus or guides to interfere.  All activities are modeled from primary grade lesson
American Sign Language Browser <http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm>
This is a wonderful site for learning or just exploring American Sign Language.  For every term, there is a video clip of a woman who acts out the sign.  The amount of terms included is remarkable, and they are adding new words all of the time!
BookHive. <http://www.plcmc.org/bookhive/>
This is a fantastic site from a public library, specifically two counties in North Carolina.  It is one of the best I have seen in terms of kid-appeal and user-friendliness.  The home page offers six different options for entering:  Find a Book, Bee an Author, Zinger Tales, Zinger Recommends, Zinger’s Choice and Fun Activities.  What makes this site a standout is the amount of input from children, the organization and appealing set-up of the links, the ability to listen to stories and the opportunity to develop one’s own booklist from the recommendations.
Information Please Kids Almanac.  <www.kids.infoplease.com>
Also called “Fact Monster,” this site covers just about every area of information a kid could want, and routes to each of these areas are labeled clearly. Almanacs, dictionaries, encyclopedias, and thesauruses each have their own sections, and there are many creative and fun places to explore, including a Spelling Bee, a Fact Monster Blog, Analogy of the Day and various polls.
KidsSpace @ The Internet Public Library.  < http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/>
This is a well-organized, kid-friendly site that provides general information and appropriate links to a wide variety of subjects that are pertinent to the K-8 student. Offers an “Ask the Librarian” feature, where kids can send questions to real librarians, and even a “Story Hour” with the option to either read the story directly or hear the story from a reader.
Kidport.  < http://www.kidport.com/ >

This site, geared toward children from grades K-8, operates in the “Think-Learn” module and emphasizes that kids should be aware of how they are thinking as they learn.  Interactive modules are divided into specific grades with age-appropriate materials, offering a great deal of variety at the various levels.  Most activities are linked to specific curriculum content, and each grade level has a Reference Library Index with tons of links for further education.
Learning Vocabulary Can Be Fun.  <http://www.vocabulary.co.il/index.php>
This entire site is devoted to word skills to help students build vocabulary.  The home page has eight game categories such as crosswords, word searches, unscrambles and quizzes, but within each category, there are a dozen or more topics for different games.  Directions in small print are a bit tough to read; without help, this site would probably work for third grade and up.
OurTimeLines.com - <http://www.ourtimelines.com/index.shtml>
This site allows students to generate personalized time lines showing how their lives fit into history. The time lines can them be used, free of charge, on their projects or individual web pages. Students can also find information about people in history who have the same birthdates or are peers. The site is a direct outgrowth from genealogical software and is perfect for use in family histories or genealogical projects.
Owl & Mouse. <http://www.yourchildlearns.com/owlmouse.htm>
This site offers an incredible variety of educational software, games and activities, all free of charge, from Owl & Mouse Educational Software. The offerings include maps and map activities, phonics software, alphabet games, reading software, an online atlas, and lots of great kid-friendly software about medieval history to download.
Reading Rockets: Video Interviews. <http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews>
This outstanding site began as an initiative of WETA, the National Public Radio station in Washington, DC.  It is all about reading, through and through, with focus on early readers and kids who struggle with reading. The best feature of this site is an extensive compilation of video clips of children’s book authors.  These contain invaluable moments--the wit and the wisdom of so many delightful writers talking about their passion.
BUDGET COSTS
Cost for Specific Subjects

         $
1,176.84 
Language Arts


1,013.15
Social Studies


  152.85
Science

    
    52.46
Health/Phys Ed


    47.49
Art/Drama


    40.00
Foreign Language


    19.99
Math


1,287.00
General (crosses over several disciplines)


2,152.52
Library (includes academic disciplines)

________________

     $5,942.30 
TOTAL COST
