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An Exciting In-Service at Our Next Faculty Meeting

Be prepared to be dazzled and amazed by:


                                 

My Objectives:  

· To introduce and demonstrate the features of two outstanding databases available to you on our Library Home Page.

· To provide examples and suggestions about how to use these databases in your preparations for classes and with your students.

Your Objective:

· To be inspired to use these databases to aid you with your teaching!
Brought to you by your friendly neighborhood librarian:
Beverly Edwards 

Name:  _________________________________   Grade(s) you teach: _____________________  
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Dear Faculty,

I, your friendly neighborhood librarian, will be doing a 15 minute presentation on the databases available through our school library in our next faculty meeting on Thursday, February 16th.  I would love your input about what you know about our databases and what might be the best ones to demonstrate to you.  Please take a minute to answer the following questions.  








Thank you,








Beverly Edwards

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Do you know how to access the Library Home Page?

      ( Yes       ( No       
2.  Are you aware that our Library Home Page has over 40 databases for student and teacher use?

      ( Yes       ( No       
     If yes, list any databases that come to mind:

3.  Have you ever used any of the databases to which we subscribe?

      ( Yes       ( No       
     If yes, list any databases that you have used:
4.  What are some of the ways you have made use of our databases?  (Check all that apply)

  ( Finding teaching ideas       ( Accessing journal articles     ( Scholarly research       ( Student research      ( Student activities
  ( For general information      ( For materials to supplement lessons     ( Other:  _____________________________________      

5.  List any topics, activities or projects currently in your curriculum that might be enhanced by the use of a database:

6.  Do you know how to access the databases on Library Home Page when you are outside of school?
      ( Yes       ( No       
7.  Below are several databases to which we currently subscribe.  Circle any that look like they might be of interest to you or that you might want to learn more about:



   Award winning encyclopedia, customized interfaces, world newspapers, clickable maps, GoTube videos, lesson plans and other resources for teachers.



    Designed for emerging readers, resources on animals and biographies, expertly leveled text with narration available, short videos and sound clips.




  “An interactive dictionary and thesaurus which creates word maps that blossom with meanings and branch to related words. Its innovative display encourages exploration and learning.”


   Thousands of Maps, Animations, Videos, Games, Lesson Plans & Activities, topical articles & analysis. Print, project or download content for History, Geography, Earth Sciences, Spanish Language & more.


   An easy-to-use general reference database designed to engage and guide younger students with various media types and search functionalities.
8. List any other databases you would like to learn more about:
THANK YOU!  Your input is very much valued and appreciated.
SCRIPT for INSERVICE on DATABASES

Beverly Edwards – Roland Park Country School
INTRODUCTION – Today I am going to spend a little bit of time showing you two of the many databases we have available through our libraries here at Roland Park.  First of all, I want to thank everyone for taking the time to fill out the surveys to help me figure out which databases to present.  Let’s start off by looking at the Library Home Page, where you will notice that we currently have 47 databases available for use.  Many of these are real gems with features that may not be easily apparent.

Does everyone know how to access these databases at home?  If you look at the top of the page, there is a golden button that says “Remote Access.”  When you click on it, you get user names and passwords for all of the sites right under the box where

Let me briefly point out three databases that are brand new as of this month:  

· The first is PebbleGo, which is a great sight for student research geared toward K-2nd grade students.  We subscribe to two of the sections—animals and biographies.  The information is broken into short segments with pictures that are easy for the students to understand.  The best feature is that it reads aloud to the students if necessary.  I’ve been able to use it for research with first graders and it is awesome.  I will focus on this database in a future faculty meeting.

· The second is NoodleTools, which many of you probably know offers great help for students writing research papers, especially notecards and the set-up of bibliography entries in the proper format, like APA.   It’s great for advanced research papers, but there are also ways that our students can make use it in a basic way.  Again, I will be showing you some features on this in a future session.

· The third is actually a database that we used to have, discontinued a few years ago and now have back again. There were problems with it, but Janice Moore says it is greatly improved. It’s the Columbia Granger’s World of Poetry, which could be of use to you for resources for teaching, including poets reading their own poems aloud.  

I’d be happy to sit with you and go through any of these databases if you’d like to make use of them in the near future.

So let’s move on to the two databases that we will focus on today.  After getting your input, I decided to focus on two—Virtual Thesaurus and Grolier Online.  First, let me begin by showing you a short video from YouTube called “Why Use Library Databases?” which gives an overview about the benefits of databases:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwdhHM9C9Pk
OK.  Let me start by showing you the Visual Thesaurus.  This is unbelievably cool and can be used in many ways.  (Go to “How it Works” page and read under “What is the Visual Thesaurus?”)  

The Visual Thesaurus is an interactive dictionary and thesaurus which creates word maps that blossom with meanings and branch to related words. Its innovative display encourages exploration and learning. You'll understand language in a powerful new way.  There is a list here of the many ways you can use the VT (that’s how they abbreviate it throughout) above and beyond what you are used to with a thesaurus.  Let me show you some of them directly.

First, let’s go to the Home Page.  Here you’ll find:
· The “Word of the Day,” which could possibly used in the older grades as one of the opening exercises for Language Arts classes.  You can go back and read through all of the words of the day for the month, and you can even sign up to have the word of the day emailed to you each day.  

· Featured Word Lists which change every month.  My favorite for this month is “Valentine’s Day” words that have to do with beauty and love.  Look at the suggestion of “pulchritudinous” for a way to describe your Valentine!  I also like the list of Shakespearean insults.  I actually used insults such as these in an activity I did with my 7th grade drama classes when we were studying “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

· There’s a daily column about teaching called Teachers at Work.  Today’s column is about….

· Look at some other columns – Word Routes:  Exploring the Pathways of our Lexicon and Word Count:  Writers Talk about Writing.

· There are links to a Blog for the site and a whole area called Spelling Bee that includes spelling bee contests and different ways to design spelling bees!

Now let me show you how it actually works:

· Let’s start by typing in the word “friend” in the box that says “Find a word to search.”   First, I will spell it wrong, and it will give me a list of suggested words that I might mean (with correct spelling).  When I press “Look it Up” it gives me this blossom of related words.  Look at how the words are clumped together according the different definitions.  

· The red circles indicate that all of the synonyms are nouns (you can see over to the right hand side the different color codes for verbs, adjectives and adverbs).  When you hover over a red dot, you can see the particular definition for that cluster of words and even the use of the word in a sentence!  The different definitions are also indicated in the column on the right under the “noun” section so that you can automatically find the definition you want.  

· If you click on the little megaphone icon, you can hear the word pronounced out loud.  

· Now, if you click on one of the words in a cluster, you get a whole new blossom of words.  Look what happens when I click on “ally.”  I now have synonyms for that word clumped together in a similar way.  Notice that we now have both nouns and verbs, which are in green, associated with the word.  There are two megaphones for the two different pronunciations of the word, depending if you use it as a noun or a verb.  This diagram has some dotted lines that lead to some of the clusters of words, and if you hover over the dotted lines, it indicates “is a type of.”  

· I can continue to click on words that lead me to new diagrams.  Let’s try “commonwealth.”  If I want to get back to my original word, I can click all the way back to “friend.”  I want to point out one more thing on this word.  Notice the red dashed line—that indicates an antonym, in this case, “foe.”  I can click on that word and it leads me to a whole new set of clustered diagrams!  

· Let’s try another word—“book.”  Look at everything that pops up here!  I want to point out the connection to the word book with a capital letter.  This indicates that it is a proper noun, and if you click on it, it shows that it relates to Holy Scripture, including the Bible and the Koran.  It even shows the different versions of spelling the Koran, including al Quran, which you can hear pronounced.

It’s pretty easy to navigate this site, but there is a Help section that has easy-to-understand explanations.  Across the top, see how you can get a History of the words you’ve explored, Word Suggestions, and a Word List.  If you press the Settings button, you can rearrange the set-up of the screen to suit your needs.  You can also Print or Send your word to a colleague or student.

What’s great about this is that it works like your brain in an intuitive way—very different from using a book thesaurus.  As the site brags:  “You'll find the right word, write more descriptively, free associate -- and gain a more precise understanding of the English language.”
This is a site you can get lost in and explore all day long.  I hope you’ll have fun with it and find ways to use it in your classroom with your students as was suggested earlier!

****************************

Now let’s move on to the other database I want to show you today:  Grolier Online.  I just had an online training session with a Grolier representative and discovered so many features to this site that I had no idea existed.

· If you go to the home page, you will see tabs indicating Elementary School, Middle School, High School, Adult Patrons and Librarians/Educators.  Let’s start with the Elementary page, and then we will move on to the Librarians/Educators page which has all kinds of goodies!

· On the Elementary Page, you see an “Our World” section which has stories in the news that are geared to the interests of younger kids.  I love this story about people in New Zealand knitting sweaters for penguins.  The picture is adorable!  

· There is also a “Go Tube” short video that gives a little tidbit of information about a subject that might of interest to your students.  This one is about cheetahs, and it only lasts about 15 seconds.  It’s something you might show during homeroom time or at the beginning of a class as a topic for a warm-up or just to pique students’ interests.  If you refresh the page, you get a new video.  There is also a list of all of the videos available where you can see what is available and select something specific for the students to see.  

· You’ll notice two icons at the bottom of the page.  The rotating globe says “Clickable Maps,” but it is actually an interactive atlas that has all kinds of uses.  You see a world map when you open it, and if you click on a certain area, such as the Middle East, you get a detailed map of the countries in the region.  In the bar across the top, you see that there are three types of maps you can view of that particular area:  Geopolitical, Historic and Thematic.  The default is the Geopolitical, and you’ll notice at the bottom are links to articles related to the Middle East.    When you click on Historical, you get dates in a box on the right-hand side, and you can then click on those to get more specific information.  One of the dates shown indicates “Silk Road.”  I did not even know what this was, but I was able to click on a related article at the bottom to get the details.  The Explorations map gives you names of explorers, the dates and the routes they took with color coded lines.  You also have the ability to calculate Global Distances by clicking on that tab.  Let’s try checking how far Abilene, Texas is from Abilene, Kansas—two cities which I have never heard of before.  It gives the distance in both miles and kilometers:  Miles = 469.0; Kilometers = 755.1.  

· The book icon is for the Dictionary, which has the capability to give definitions and translate from Spanish to English and vice versa.  There is a thesaurus, too, but it is nowhere near as cool or comprehensive as the Visual Thesaurus.

Now let’s look at the Librarians/Educators page.  This has a wealth of information:

· You’ll notice that along with the Interactive Atlas and Dictionary icons, there is a World Newspaper link.  Let’s check that out by clicking on New Zealand, Patricia Tiplady’s homeland where her children and grandchildren live.  We can look at The New Zealand Herald and even see the site of TV New Zealand, which has lots of video clips.  

· There are lesson plans available through Grolier Online!  This page shows a Featured Lesson, which in this case is something appropriate for African American History month.  “View all Lesson Plans” shows you a list according to subject, but you can also sort them according to grade level.  Besides the potential to use lessons in your subject area, this is a great resource for emergency lesson plans!  “Teaching in the News” offers lessons that relate to current events.

· There are several other areas to note on this page.  Under Resources, you will find 

· Go University – offers online training sessions

· Professional Web Links – includes resources for professional development and other key education topics.

· Search Curriculum Standards – find materials aligned with national and state standards.

· Search by Lexile – find articles according to Lexile levels.

· Printables – graphic organizers and other resources for your or your students.  These graphic organizers are particularly nice because they allow you to type directly into the diagrams.  I had trouble doing this for an online course last semester—this would have been so helpful to me.

· You will also find Go Tube videos here, some of which are longer and more in-depth than those for the little ones, and topics for debate for your classroom.  Again, you can search and see a list of all the videos available.

All of these features are supplemental to the main part of this database, which is the encyclopedia area for research.  Let’s click for a minute on Grolier Online Kids and briefly run through what you can find there.  You can explore your topic by first typing it in to the “Find it Fast” search box and it will bring up encyclopedia articles, magazines, newspapers and websites.  You can do advanced searching as well.  There are also specialty encyclopedias: 

· New Book of Knowledge 

· Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 

· Encyclopedia Americana 

· America the Beautiful  

· Lands and Peoples 

· The New Book of Popular Science

If you hover over the picture on each of these icons, it gives you more specific information about the features of each of these specialties.

There is so much more I could show you, but times does not allow for it at this time.  If, however, you want to learn more, I would be happy to meet with you either individually, by grade level or by department to give you more in-depth information or to help you gain the most information about a particular topic you are teaching.

I hope you have found something new and interesting here today and might spend time exploring the databases a bit more.  Thanks so much for your time and attention.  I will be putting a brief evaluation survey in your mailboxes tomorrow morning.  If you have a quick moment to spare, please take a minute to fill yours out and get it back to me by just sticking it in my mailbox.  This will help me to design future inservices on databases.

Name:  _______________________________   Grade(s) you teach: _____________________  




   Evaluation - Librarian Inservice on Databases   

Dear Faculty,
Thanks so much for your time and attention during the inservice at this week’s faculty meeting.  Please take a moment to give me some feedback about the presentation and how I may help you in the future.








Beverly Edwards

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  The program added to my technical knowledge base. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree

2.  I will use the concepts presented to help me with my classroom instruction. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree
3.  I will use one or both of the databases with my students. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree
4.  The presentation goals were clearly identified and accomplished. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree

5.  The presentation was well-organized, well-presented and conducted in an effective manner. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree

6.  The databases presented were relevant and appropriate. 
( Strongly Agree       ( Agree       ( Neither Agree or Disagree       ( Disagree       ( Strongly Disagree
7.  What are some of the ways you might make use of Visual Thesaurus?  (Check all that apply)
  ( Finding teaching ideas       ( Accessing journal articles     ( Scholarly research       ( Student research      ( Student activities
  ( For general information      ( For materials to supplement lessons     ( Other:  _____________________________________      

8.  What are some of the ways you might make use of Grolier Online?  (Check all that apply)
  ( Finding teaching ideas       ( Accessing journal articles     ( Scholarly research       ( Student research      ( Student activities
  ( For general information      ( For materials to supplement lessons     ( Other:  _____________________________________      

What follow-up assistance is needed in this area?

Please list any other databases you would like to learn more about in an inservice presentation:

Other comments or questions:
PREPARATION and TIMETABLE for INSERVICE on DATABASES

Beverly Edwards – Roland Park Country School

Step 1 – Met with Barrie Sigler, Head of the Lower School, about having an inservice for faculty, presenting the idea of training on some databases about which teachers may know little or nothing.  She agreed to give me 15 minutes at our monthly after-school faculty meeting on February 16th.  (20 minutes)
Step 2 - Developed survey and distributed to faculty members via an email with the survey as an attachment.  Teachers sent surveys back to me electronically; a few printed out the surveys and put them in my mailbox. (approximately 2 hours)
Step 2 - Reviewed all surveys and discussed results with Janice Moore, Head of Libraries.  From the feedback given, I decided to focus on two databases at February faculty meeting – Visual Thesaurus and Grolier Online.  (approximately 1 hour)
Step 3 – Set up a training session with Grolier Online with the whole Library Department in attendance. This was conducted via telephone and an on-screen Internet connection, which we projected for all of us to see.  The trainer showed us all of the features and answered questions for us along the way.  I took notes and thought about what features might most be helpful or appealing to my colleagues in the Lower School.  (one hour)
Step 4 – Since I had had a similar training session on the Visual Thesaurus database last spring, I spent some time reviewing the features myself and deciding what would be best appropriate to present at the faculty inservice.  (approximately 30 minutes)
Step 5 – Wrote out a “script” for presentation, setting up specific examples to demonstrate that would relate to teachers’ curriculum (see attached).  Decided on order in which to present information.  (4 hours)

Step 6 – “Rehearsed” presentation by going through script and examples, making sure all of the links worked properly.  Jotted down a few handwritten notes on script for extra preparation. (approximately 45 minutes)

Step 7 – Conducted actual presentation at faculty meeting.  Allowed extra time for questions and comments. (20 minutes)
Step 8 - Created evaluative tool (follow-up survey) and distributed via attachment in email message to faculty.  Collected and reviewed results.  (1 hour, 30 minutes)

Step 9 – One teacher actually asked me for a one-on-one follow-up training session on Grolier Online!  Met with her during planning period and worked with her individually.   (45 minutes)
