A Treasure Trove of Titles in the Killebrew Library
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 EASY FICTION AND CALDECOTT BOOKS  [image: image5.png]


....................................pgs. 1 - 5
All of these books can be found on the shelves of the “Easy Fiction” section, which is organized by the last name of the authors.  The call number on the spine of each book is “E” plus the first three letters of the author’s last name.  For example, the call number for The Little House by Virginia Burton is “E Bur.”  If the author has written more than one easy fiction book, those are shelved together alphabetically by the title of the book.  Caldecott winners have the above-indicated gold seal somewhere on the front cover.   
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..........................pgs. 6 - 10
Look for these books in the “Fiction” section, which is also organized by the authors’ last names.  The call number for these books is “Fic” plus the first three letters of the author’s last name.  For example, Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit is listed as “Fic Bab.”  Multiple fiction books by the same author are handled in the same way as in the Easy Fiction section.  Newbery winners are indicated by the above-referenced gold seal. 
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FAIRY TALES ..........................................................................................pgs. 11 - 12
A subcategory in the “Social Sciences and Folklore” section (300s) is Fairy Tales, and these books all have the call number 398.2.  There are several shelves of 398.2 books within the 300 section, and these are organized by the author’s last name.  
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SCIENCE BOOKS...................................................................................pgs. 13 - 15
Most science books are found in the 500s and 600s.  The 500s refer to natural sciences and the 600s refer to applied sciences.  There are lots of subgroups within the category of science.  For example, books about astronomy are listed in the 520s, books about weather are found in the 550s and books about dinosaurs are found in the 560s.  You might need to check the library catalogue online to get the exact call numbers for the books on this list.
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POETRY ..................................................................................................pgs. 16 - 17
Poetry falls within the literature section of the library (800s) under the call number 811.  A book of poems by one particular author is listed by the author’s last name, and a collection of poems by different authors is usually listed by the editor’s last name.  Shel Silverstein’s poetry books, then, have the call number “811 Sil.”
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BIOGRAPHY and HISTORY …………………………………………………....pgs. 18 - 19
There is a separate section in the Killebrew Library for biographies and autobiographies on one of the free-standing shelves next to the fiction books.  All of the biographical books are listed as “B” plus the first three letters of the subject’s last name.  Note that this is different than most of the other books, which are organized by the last name of the person about whom the book is written.  Russell Freedmen’s Lincoln: A Photobiography, then, is listed as “B Lin.”  The history books are found in the 900s and, like the science books, there are subgroups within this category, such as North American History (917s) and Ancient Egypt (932s). 
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  Brumbeau, Jeff.  The Quiltmaker's Gift.  Duluth:  Pfeifer-Hamilton 
Publishers, 2000.  

A king is so greedy that he gives himself two birthdays a year.  He can’t get enough presents, so when he sees the beautiful quilts made by a humble woman from the mountains, he wants one, of course.  The woman makes her quilts only for the poor, so she refuses.  In his quest to have a quilt, the king learns a valuable lesson about giving.
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  Burton, Virginia Lee.  The Little House.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin 

Co., 1942. 

Over the years, a sweet little country house stays the same while everything develops around her, engulfing her in smog, traffic and busy city life.  Will the house finally be overtaken by the ceaseless expansion, or will the charm of the little house prevail?
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  Collier, Bryan.  Uptown.  New York:  Henry Holt, 2000.    

A little boy is the tour guide for a fun-filled, sensory-explosive journey of the home he clearly adores—the city of Harlem.  Along the way, he proudly shows the aspects of his town that make it culturally unique, including the brownstone homes, the Apollo Theater, the unusual meal of chicken with waffles and, of course, the world-famous Boys Choir of Harlem. 
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  Cronin, Doreen.  Dooby, Dooby Moo.  New York: Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers, 2004.    

If you enjoyed the mischievous barn animals in Click, Clack Moo and other books by the author/illustrator team of Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin, you will get a big kick out of this story!  While Farmer Brown is asleep, the animals decide to put together some acts for an upcoming talent show at the county fair.  The cows, of course, get to croon the title song.
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   Curtis, Gavin.  The Bat Boy & His Violin.  New York:  Aladdin Paperbacks, 
   2001.    
Reginald has great talent and interest in playing the violin, but his father, a coach in the Negro Baseball League, thinks it’s all a waste of time and appoints him bat boy on the unsuccessful team he coaches.   Reginald does not have much aptitude as a bat boy, but when he practices his violin in the dugout, there is a profound impact on the players.  Soothed and inspired by the music, the team plays better and begins to win games, while Reginald’s dad learns a valuable lesson about acceptance.
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  Falconer, Ian.  Olivia Forms a Band.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 2006.
When feisty little Olivia the pig discovers that the evening’s fireworks display will not have a marching band, she decides to put a band together, even if she has to do it all by herself.  She makes use of all kinds of items for the band, including pots, pans and even her father’s suspenders.  The result is an outrageous but entertaining musical presentation!
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  Henkes, Kevin.   Kitten's First Full Moon.  New York:  Greenwillow 

       Books, 2004.   
An adorable kitten is hungry and thinks the full moon is a bowl of milk!  Have fun watching Kitten try to reach this “milk” over and over again, only to meet up with frustration each time.  The determined little creature, however, does not give up very easily.
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  Juster, Norton.  The Hello, Goodbye Window. New York:  Michael 
       Di Capua Books; Hyperion Books for Children, 2005. 
A visit to your grandparents’ house can be quite special, and sometimes even magical.  Using one of the front windows of his grandparents’ house as a sort of supernatural portal into the delightful world of his grandparents, the narrator of this story describes the great fun he has when staying there with them.  
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  Keats, Ezra Jack.  The Snowy Day.  New York:  Viking Press, 1962.    
Most children are delighted to wake up and see a blanket of fresh snow covering everything outside, but little Peter is utterly mesmerized by the beauty and wonder of the overnight snowfall.  After bundling up in his hooded red snowsuit and venturing outside, Peter demonstrates all the simple pleasures that come with a fresh new snowfall, including snowball fights and snow angels.

,
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  Knudsen, Michelle.  Library Lion.  Cambridge: Candlewick Press, 2006.    
If you think of a lion in a library, you probably imagine a scary disaster, but this particular lion is gentle and helpful.  Even Miss Merriweather, the very rule-oriented head librarian, accepts the lion and his assistance.  When the lion breaks a steadfast rule to protect and save the library, however, everyone must learn about flexibility and the necessity to sometimes bend or break the rules.
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  McCloskey, Robert.  Make Way for Ducklings.  New York:  The Viking

       Press, 1941. 

This children’s classic is over sixty years old, but it still holds up well in today’s fast-paced world.  Mr. and Mrs. Mallard search all over Boston to find just the right spot to hatch their ducklings.  They try out some of Boston’s world-famous tourist spots but finally settle on a tiny island set off by itself in the Charles River.  Once the ducklings have hatched and learned the important tricks of the trade, Mr. and Mrs. Mallard want to take them back to the Boston Public Garden to live.  Will they all be able to make it back successfully and survive in the busy environment?  
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  McKissack, Pat.   Mirandy and Brother Wind.  New York:  Knopf, 1988. 
Mirandy wants to enter the Junior Cakewalk Contest and figures that if she has Brother Wind for a partner, she is sure to win.  The trouble is—Brother Wind is almost impossible to catch, and Mirandy tries every which way to capture him.  When the contest arrives, will Brother Wind help Mirandy, particularly when she finds herself partnered with her awkward friend Ezel?
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    Rathmann, Peggy.   Officer Buckle and Gloria.  New York:  Putnam's, 1995. Officer Buckle does have some helpful safety tips, but his school presentations are downright B-O-R-I-N-G, so the students never listen.  All of that changes when Gloria, his adorable new police dog, starts coming to school visits with him—the students can’t help but sit up and notice! 
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    Rohmann, Eric.   My Friend Rabbit.  Brookfield:  Roaring Brook 

   Press, 2002.    

Rabbit is Mouse’s best friend, so Mouse cannot say no when Rabbit asks to play with Mouse’s toy airplane.  The problem is that wherever Rabbit goes, trouble seems to follow, and sure enough, the plane (with Mouse in it) gets stuck in a tree.  Rabbit comes up with a hilarious “hare-brained” scheme to rescue the plane and his friend.
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   Say, Allen.  Grandfather's Journey.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1993.    

This is a story of love and loyalty for two different places.  When a young Japanese man (the author’s grandfather) emigrates to the United States, he carries with him a deep abiding love for his country of origin.  Although he makes a good life for himself in California, he longs to be home in Japan and eventually travels back there.  After being in Japan for a while, the man finds himself missing the warmth and sun of California.  It almost becomes a curse for him—whenever he is in one place, he misses the other.
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   Shannon, David.  A Bad Case of Stripes.   New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2000.  
Camilla Cream worries too much about what other people think of her, and one day she discovers that she is no longer herself.  She develops a strange illness in which her skin takes on the color and pattern of things around her.  The only way to cure this disease is for Camilla to be comfortable with her real, true self.  Is she ready to admit that she loves lima beans?
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   Shannon, David.  Duck on a Bike.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2002.    

Have you ever heard the saying, “When the cat’s away, the mice will play”?  Well, in this case, it’s a bike-riding boy who’s away and a spirited little duck who plays!  After Duck hops on the boy’s shiny red bike and shows his skills to the other animals on the farm, a group of boys appear and abandon their bikes to play.  What do you think will happen?
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   Shannon, David.  The Rain Came Down.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2000.    

Does the weather have an effect on a person’s mood?  It sure does in this story.  A heavy rainstorm puts the whole town in a cranky mood, and they begin arguing with each other about every little thing.  It takes something special to return these people to a happier state of mind.
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  Soto, Gary.  Chato and the Party Animals.  New York:  Putnam, 2000.    

Chato, who is definitely the hippest cat in the barrio, loves birthday parties.  When he learns that his best friend, Novio Boy, has never had one, he sets out to throw the biggest and best party ever, with great food, music and a special piñata.  There’s only one problem?  Did he invite the guest of honor?
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   Stadler, Alexander.  Beverly Billingsly Borrows a Book.  Harcourt Children’s 

    Books, 2002.
It’s a very special day when Beverly Billingsly gets her very own library card from the Piedmont Public Library.  She checks out a book about dinosaurs which inspires her to make an elaborate project.  Beverly’s excitement about the book turns to dread, however, when she realizes that her first checked-out book is overdue. 
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  Taback, Simms.  Joseph Had a Little Overcoat.  New York:  Viking, 1999.    
Joseph is one resourceful guy!  He starts out with an overcoat that has become old and torn.  Instead of tossing it away, he decides to make a jacket out of it.  When the jacket becomes worn out, he makes a vest.  Each time the larger item of this precious plaid material wears out, Joseph makes something smaller out of it, until what’s left is very, very small.  Cut-outs on the pages for each new item make this a real treat to read.
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   Van Allsburg, Chris.  Jumanji.   Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1981.    

Being transported into a board game like Candyland or Chutes and Ladders sounds like great fun, but the board game Jumanji is another story.  When Judy and Peter play this game and inadvertently enter into its world, they find themselves in a real-live jungle adventure with lions, monkeys and more!
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  Willard, Nancy.  Sweep Dreams.  New York:  Little, Brown and Company, 2005.    

A lonely man discovers a magical red broom and brings it home.  He realizes that the broom is not happy without sweeping (or, more poetically, dancing), and he must make some tough choices about what is best for the broom. This book is beautifully illustrated by Mary GrandPré, who also creates the delightful artwork for the Harry Potter books.
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  Yolen, Jane.  Owl Moon.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1987.    
On an enchanted, moonlit evening, a young girl and her father set out to spot a Great Horned Owl.  Anticipation builds as the pair, hand-in-hand, make their way through the woods.  The climax of the journey is a magical experience.
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    Babbitt, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting.  New York:  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1975.    

The Tuck family has a huge secret about a spring in the forest that allows one to live forever without aging.  While that sounds like a dream-come-true, it’s clear that the four family members are unhappy with their situation.  Ten-year-old Winnie Foster discovers them and their secret, and she must decide whether or not to drink from the magical spring herself.
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  Clements, Andrew.  A Week in the Woods.  New York: Simon & Schuster Books 
        for Young Readers, 2002.    
Mark is the only child of a wealthy family, and he’s a loner whose parents often travel to faraway places.  When he enters the fifth grade of a new school, he is bored and does not put forth much effort to fit in, but after a while, he changes his mind and begins to try.  Unfortunately, his science teacher seems out to get him and the two must face each other to work things out during the biggest event of the school year--the fifth grade camping trip.  
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  Creech, Sharon.  Absolutely Normal Chaos.  New York: Harper Trophy, 1997.    
Mary Lou Finney’s house becomes even more chaotic than normal when her cousin Carl Ray comes to stay for the summer.  He seems like nothing more than a non-verbal lump-on-a-log, but Mary Lou eventually learns that Carl Ray is actually a sensitive young man who is searching for his biological father.  
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  Creech, Sharon.  Heartbeat.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2004.    

Twelve-year-old Annie loves to run barefoot and becomes acutely connected to the rhythms of her heart while she does so.  Many things are changing in Annie’s life (her mom is expecting a new baby and her grandfather is becoming increasingly forgetful), and when she needs him the most, her friend and running partner Max seems to be distancing himself from her.   Through her running and the many sketches of an apple that she does for her art class, Annie learns to accept the new rhythms in her life.
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   Creech, Sharon.  Pleasing the Ghost.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1996.    

Dennis cannot figure out why he sees and hears the ghost of his Uncle Arvie when nobody else does, or why he has never seen a ghost of his deceased father.  Uncle Arvie has special plans for him, however, and while taking care of his uncle’s unfinished business, Dennis learns that you never really lose the ones you love.
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  Creech, Sharon.  Replay: A New Book.  New York:  Joanna Cotler Books, 2005.    
Twelve-year-old Leo is a dreamer in a big Italian family.  At the same time he participates in the school play called "Rumpopo's Porch,” he discovers his father’s old tap shoes and journal in the attic.  Both his participation in the play and the information he finds out about his dad help him to mature and to accept the varied changes that occur with growing up.
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  Creech, Sharon.  Ruby Holler.  New York: Joanna Cotler Books/Harper Collins 
Publishers, 2002.    

Dallas and Florida are orphaned twins who have been mistreated and misunderstood most of their young lives.  Their tough circumstances have made them strong and resilient, so when an older couple invites them to live in their home in Ruby Holler for a while, they are ready for anything.  It turns out that the couple is sweet and caring, something the twins are not used to, and Dallas and Florida must learn how to trust and accept love.
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  Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Bud, Not Buddy.  New York:  Delacorte 
    Press, 1999.    
Bud is a ten-year-old boy who has recently lost his mother.  He sets out from Flint, Michigan, where he has been living in some cruel foster homes, on a quest to find the man he believes to be his father—a bandleader named H.E. Calloway.  With only a small suitcase of precious memories, Bud shows grit and determination as he braves the obstacles that keep him from finding his real father.
[image: image61.jpg]


   Danziger, Paula.  Second Grade Rules, Amber Brown.  New York:  G.P. Putnam's 
Sons, 2004.    

Amber Brown is having a good year in second grade but begins to have trouble when Deskarina, a desk fairy, comes to the classroom to reward children who keep their desks clean.  Amber has always 
struggled with organization and neatness, so she must figure out a way to keep things running smoothly at school.
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  DiCamillo, Kate.  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  Cambridge: 
  Candlewick Press, 2006.    

A somewhat arrogant and selfish china rabbit named Edward Tulane finds himself lost and alone when he is separated from the little girl who loves him.  Edward travels far and wide, experiencing a wide range of adventures when he encounters new owners.  Along the way, Edwards learns valuable lessons about persistence, loyalty and love.
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   Estes, Eleanor.  Ginger Pye.  New York:  Harcourt, Brace, 1951.   
Jerry Pye wants a new dog more than anything in the whole world and, with the help of his younger sister Rachel, he works hard to buy a new puppy.   Affectionately named Ginger, the pup becomes a beloved member of the family until he mysteriously disappears one day.  Brokenhearted Jerry and Rachel do not give up their lengthy and sometimes hopeless quest to find out what happened to Ginger.
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  Fleischman, Sid.  The Whipping Boy.   New York:  Greenwillow Books, 1986.    

Poor Jemmy has a terrible lot in life—he gets whipped every time the royal Prince Brat misbehaves—and that adds up to a lot of lashings.  When Jemmy runs away to escape his unfortunate situation, he realizes that the bratty prince has come along with him,   The boys run into some big challenges during their travels, and they must learn to trust each other by reversing places.  
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  Funke, Cornelia.  When Santa Fell to Earth.  New York:  Scholastic, 2006.  
During a thunderstorm, Niklas Goodfellow and his caravan crash and land in a typical suburban neighborhood.  Niklas, who is the only real Santa, has lost track of his marzipan-craving reindeer, has only two weeks to finish preparing for Christmas, and has to worry about the evil Goblynch, who is trying to destroy him and make Christmas all about money.  Two of the local children make friends with Nicklas and try to help him save the holiday.
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   Hannigan, Katherine. Ida B--and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, 

and (Possibly) Save the World.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 2004.    
Ida B. is a very content 9-year-old only child who is home-schooled and spends most of her free time alone, playing in her family’s beautiful orchard.  When her mother develops breast cancer, major changes disrupt Ida B.’s ideal existence, and the biggest one is attending the local public school.  She has a very hard time accepting the new situation and remains stubbornly distant for quite a while.  With the help of a kind and patient teacher, Ida B. learns how to let go of the past and focus on the exciting things ahead of her for the future.



   Parish, Peggy.  No More Monsters for Me!   New York: Harper & Row, 1981.    
Minneapolis Simpkin wants a pet very badly, and she finds a most unusual way to communicate this message to her mother.  
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 Park, Linda Sue.  Project Mulberry: A Novel.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2005. 
Seventh-grader Julia Song, a Korean-American girl, works well with her friend and neighbor, Patrick, but when they decide to do a project to enter into the state fair, they can’t seem to agree upon an idea.  Julia’s mother suggests a project about silkworms; Julia feels the idea is “too Korean” but Patrick thinks it is brilliant.  The project takes on bigger meaning when the two friends face intolerance from an unexpected source.  After each chapter, the author has a direct dialogue with Julia, reviewing the tough decisions one must make in the process of writing a book.
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  Paterson, Katherine.  Bridge to Terabithia.  New York:  Crowell, 1977.    
Ten-year-old Jess comes to life when he develops a friendship with Leslie, the new girl in town.  The two pals understand each other and spend a great deal of time together.  They invent a magic kingdom in the woods called “Terabithia,” a place where they can escape the difficult and mundane aspects of daily life.  An unexpected tragedy occurs, and Jess must summon incredible strength and courage in order to survive.
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  Peck, Richard.  Here Lies the Librarian.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 2006.    

It’s 1914, a time when women wore skirts below the ankles and kept in their places.  Fourteen-year-old Peewee McGrath and her older brother Jake have no parents, but they survive tough times by operating a small auto repair business in their Indiana town.  When four young librarians from upper 
class families come to town to resurrect the vacant library, Peewee discovers some possibilities for her future that she never even considered.
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 Perkins, Lynne Rae.  Criss Cross.   New York:  HarperCollins, 2006.    

Through the eyes of several young teenagers, adolescence is portrayed as a time of waiting for something to happen while randomly intersecting with others around us.   Much of the book is written in a stream-of-consciousness format from the teenagers’ varied perspectives, and while nothing monumental happens, each teen experiences a bit of the emotional roller coaster that comes with growing up.
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  Sachar, Louis.  Small Steps.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2006.    

It has been three years since Armpit was released from Camp Green Lake; he is thriving in school and has a good plan for his future.  When X-Ray, one of his old friends from Camp Green Lake, shows up on the scene, Armpit has a hard time resisting his “get rich quick” scheme involving scalped concert tickets.   Even though Armpit does not go with his gut feeling to stay out of X-Ray’s plan, he learns a great deal from the inevitable trouble that ensues.
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  De Paola, Tomie.  Adelita: A Mexican Cinderella Story.  New York:  G.P. 
Putnam's Sons, 2002.    
Adelita’s story is very much like Cinderella’s, except the ball is a fiesta, there is no magical pumpkin carriage, and there is a “rebozo” (shawl) instead of a glass slipper.  Don’t think you can figure out the whole story, however—there is a pleasant twist at the end that might surprise you!
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   Kimmel, Eric A.   Anansi and the Talking Melon.  New York: Holiday 

  House, 1994.    
After eating his way through a big, juicy cantaloupe, the clever spider Anansi is too full to climb back out of it.  When he hears Elephant nearby, he can’t resist playing a trick—pretending the melon can talk.  An excited Elephant tells his friends, and they all decide to take this miraculous piece of fruit to the Monkey King.  What a great opportunity for Anansi to wreak more havoc in the jungle!
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  MacDonald, Margaret Read.  The Girl Who Wore Too Much: A Folktale from 
Thailand.  Little Rock:  August House Littlefolk, 1998.    

“I don’t have a thing to wear” is something girls often say when they are headed someplace special, but Aree’s case is just the opposite—she has so many wonderful items of clothing and jewelry that she cannot make up her mind about which to wear to the village dance.  Being rather arrogant and self-centered, Aree decides she should wear all of her silk dresses and jewelry in layers, and she thinks the other girls are jealous when they look at her strangely.  Does Aree’s vanity get the best of her and spoil her good time?  Read to find out! 
[image: image82.png]


  San Souci, Robert D.  The Faithful Friend.  New York: Simon & Schuster Books 

  for Young Readers, 1995.    
The setting is the island of Martinique, and the main characters are best friends who were raised as brothers.  Clement, from the West Indes, is black and Hippolyte, French, is white.  Their friendship is 

really put to the test when Hippolyte helps Clement meet up with and marry Pauline, the woman of his dreams.  They must endure a curse from a wizard, several zombies and much more.   Will their friendship survive? 
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    San Souci, Robert D.  Young Merlin.  New York:  Doubleday, 1990.    

So many legends include Merlin as an old, bearded magician, but this book takes us through Merlin’s very beginnings, from his birth up to his 17th year.  Learn what shaped this wizard’s personality and character before he met up with King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.
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  Shepard, Aaron.  Master Man: A Tall Tale of Nigeria. New York: 
  HarperCollins, 2001.    
This story is written in comic book format, which adds to its overall effect.  When Shadusa boasts that he is “Master Man,” or the strongest man in the world, his wife advises him to keep this opinion and these feelings to himself, for there is always someone stronger or braver.  Shadusa soon learns that there is wisdom in his wife’s words, and he gets a big lesson in humility.  This tale also offers the Nigerian version of the origin of thunder.
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  Stevens, Janet.  Tops and Bottoms.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1995.    
Based on the tradition of old slave stories where an oppressed person overcomes hardship by being cunning and clever, this story is about Hare, who is down and out on his luck.  When he encounters Bear, a rich and lazy landowner, Hare comes up with a brilliant plan to ensure an endless supply of food for his hungry family.  Just like the title, the book opens from top to bottom and enhances the central point of the story.
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  Zelinsky, Paul O.   Rapunzel.  New York:  Dutton Children's Books, 1997.    
This retelling of the well-known folktale is captured in textured, detailed illustrations that are as lovely as Italian Renaissance paintings.  Long-haired Rapunzel and her handsome prince yearn to be together but must overcome the obstacles set by the evil sorceress who has kept Rapunzel imprisoned in a tower for many years.
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    Cobb, Vicki.  I Face the Wind.  New York: HarperCollins, 2003.  
The phenomenon of wind in the atmosphere is quite complicated to explain, but this book makes it fun and easy to understand.   With colorful pictures and creative placement of text, you will be a wind expert when you finish reading.  Maybe you’ll even be interested enough to consider weather forecasting as a career in the future?
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  Cooper, Elisha.   Ice Cream.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 2002.    
We all “scream for ice cream,” but do we know how the delectable treat is made?  The process, which begins with cows and what they eat, is more detailed and intriguing than you think it might be.  Discover how that carton of Edy’s mint chocolate chip ice cream made it into your freezer!
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  Gibbons, Gail.   The Puffins are Back!   New York:  HarperCollins, 1991.    
Back in the 1960s, scientists noticed that the puffin population in Maine was getting smaller and smaller every year.  They thought of a plan to preserve and increase the population of puffins, but it was complicated and would take many years to evaluate.  This book explains both the process of the experiment and the results.

[image: image93.png]


  Hirst, Robin.  My Place in Space.  New York:  Orchard Books, 1988.    

When Henry and Rosie hop onto a bus, the driver asks them, “Are you sure you know where you live?”
Henry’s response begins with the specific address of his house and covers his location all the way up to his placement in the galaxies.  Along the way, he gives the driver (and readers) an amusing yet accurate overview of basic astronomy.  Be sure to watch how the images in the town change, particularly the slight changes in the signs, as Henry gives his explanation!
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  Jenkins, Steve.  I See a Kookaburra: Discovering Animal Habitats Around 
  the World.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2005.   
Look through several different page spreads of environments and find all of the animals hidden in each.  Some are easy, while others are more of a challenge. Not sure if you have uncovered them all?  Just turn the page to find the answers, plus a detailed explanation for every animal.  You’ll enjoy searching through the beautiful, intricate paper cut-out illustrations and learn about animal habitats along the way.
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  Markle, Sandra.  Outside and Inside Sharks.  New York: Atheneum Books for 

 Young Readers, 1996.    
Wow!  After seeing a shark’s double set of sharp teeth this closely, you might never want to take a dip in the ocean again!  The “ins and outs” of sharks are fascinating, however, and learning this many details about them is a worthwhile endeavor.  You’ll be especially impressed with the photo that shows the inside of the shark’s stomach.  
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    Martin, Jacqueline Briggs.   Snowflake Bentley.  Boston:  Houghton 
      
          Mifflin, 1998. 
You’ve probably heard that no two snowflakes are alike, but here’s the guy who actually proved it to be true.  Bentley loved to photograph ice crystals and came up with a creative way to capture them in photographs.  The results are stunningly beautiful.
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  Pringle, Laurence P.  Snakes: Strange and Wonderful.  Honesdale:  Boyds Mills 
  Press, 2004. 
Why do snakes produce both fear and fascination in humans?  The many intriguing facts about these slithery creatures will help you understand why.  Learn the basic particulars about snakes, such as how they move and what they eat, plus specific details about certain species.  The images accompanying the information are not photographs but drawings that add to the overall charm of the book.
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  Simon, Seymour.  Hurricanes.  New York: HarperCollins, 2003.    
The vivid images from Hurricane Katrina’s strike on New Orleans in 2005 have shown us how devastating a hurricane attack can be.  This book traces the formation and various stages of a hurricane from beginning to end.  After reading the text and viewing the large, dramatic photographs, you will have a greater understanding of the power of this tremendous and dangerous force of nature. 
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 Simon, Seymour.  The Moon.  New York:  Four Winds Press, 1984. 
Is the moon really made of green cheese?  Of course, the answer is no, but what, then, is the make-up of “Earth’s closest neighbor”?  With photographs from the Apollo moon missions, this book gives a close-up view of the moon’s surface and provides details about what scientists have discovered about the moon over the years.
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  Fleischman, Paul.  Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices.  New York:  Harper                
       & Row, 1988.    
There are lots of different kinds of poetry books, but this one is truly unique.  All of the poems are about insects, and they are designed to be read aloud--not just by a single individual but by a team of two.  Often, the readers speak at the same time but say different things.  It sounds confusing, but it works!  With these poems, it’s fun to be either a reader or a listener.   
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Janeczko, Paul B.  A Kick in the Head.  Cambridge:  Candlewick Press, 2005. In your English class, you’ve probably written a haiku and maybe even a cinquain, but have you ever tried an aubade, a pantoum, or a villanelle?  This delightful book presents twenty-nine different poetic forms with an example for each, by poets ranging from Ogden Nash to William Shakespeare.  The design of the book makes it appealing; there is a short explanation for each poem plus a light-hearted illustration by Chris Raschka.  You’ll be inspired to write poems of your own, and perhaps you’ll realize that poetic rules can produce fun and interesting poems.
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   Lewis, J. Patrick.  Please Bury Me in the Library.  Orlando:  Harcourt, 2005.
Poems all about books—what could be a better treat for avid readers?  Enjoy fifteen different poems that explore the good, the bad and the ugly of books and reading.  Short, silly and sometimes sweet, this collection is sure to delight more than just your average librarian!
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   Prelutsky, Jack.  Read a Rhyme, Write a Rhyme.  New York: Alfred 
  A. Knopf, 2005.
This book is perfect for someone who likes to write poems but has trouble coming up with ideas.  Prelutsky takes some popular themes for kids, such as dogs, birthdays and snow, and includes three sample poems, along with a “poemstart”—a few beginning lines of a poem that the reader is encouraged to finish.  Prelutsky even provides some additional rhyming words and suggestions about how to finish each poem.  It’s a fun, non-threatening way for a tentative student to break into the art of writing poetry!
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   Silverstein, Shel.  Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2005. In the world of Runny Babbit, consonants in word-pairs are reversed, resulting in some funny tongue-twisters that almost sound like a whole new language.  After Shel Silverstein’s death, some of his loved ones put together this collection, which Silverstein had called “a work in progress for over twenty years.”  Try reading the poems aloud without stumbling and you are in for a challenge!
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  Spires, Elizabeth.  With One White Wing: Puzzles in Poems and Pictures.  

New York:  M.K. McElderry Books, 1995.
If you like riddles, you will certainly enjoy this book.  Twenty-six riddles are presented through poetic imagery as well as clever full-color illustrations.  Hints are hidden in both the poems and the drawings, making it particularly appealing and fun for young riddle-solvers.
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   Williams, Vera B.  Amber was Brave, Essie was Smart.  New York:  Greenwillow 
Books, 2001.    
Sisters often have a special bond with each other—one that is different from the other relationships in a family.  In the story told by this beautifully-illustrated series of poems, Amber and Essie have a tough home life—their father is in prison and their mother must work long hours.  The sisters support each other through the hard times and grow even closer in their love and care for one another.  You might need to have a tissue handy when you read this book!
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   Bridges, Ruby.  Through My Eyes: The Autobiography of Ruby Bridges.  

 New York: Scholastic Press, 1999.    
Most people know the story of Ruby Bridges and the part she played in school integration and the Civil Rights Movement, but in this book, the story is told as Ruby remembers it.  She is careful to explain what she was thinking as a six-year-old girl going through this experience and what she learned about the events later in life.  The text is interspersed with real photographs and news articles of the day.  
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   Freedman, Russell.  Lincoln: A Photobiography.  New York: Clarion 

Books, 1987.    
This award-winning chronicle of Lincoln’s life is ideal for children, but adults should very much appreciate it as well.   Beginning with Lincoln’s boyhood and ending with his assassination, this very readable account successfully conveys what Lincoln was like as an individual human being.  Of course, the many photographs of Lincoln’s life are the major feature of this wonderful book.
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  Fritz, Jean.  Leonardo's Horse.  New York:  Putnam, 2001.   

Leonardo da Vinci had a special dream that you might not be aware of—he wanted to build a bronze horse three times the size of a regular horse for the Duke of Milan.  His fascination with horses led him to this project, and he did an unbelievable amount of observation and study to make the sculpture a masterpiece.  Although Leonardo built a 24-foot high clay model of his horse, he was never able to create the final product.  There is a second part to this story, however—in 1977, an American attempts to create Leonardo’s statue and give it to Italy as a gift.
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  Garza, Carmen Lomas.  Magic Windows.  San Francisco: Children's Book Press, 1999. The intricate details in the cut-paper artwork for this book are unbelievable!  Carmen Lomas Garza uses this art form to give us a glance into her rich Mexican heritage.  The text is in both English and Spanish—great for someone who is studying Spanish as a second language.  But do not let that deter you--be sure to check out this amazing book, even if you do not know one word of Spanish!
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  Gerstein, Mordicai.  The Man Who Walked Between the Towers.  

     
      Brookfield:  Roaring Brook Press, 2003.    

As of September 11th, 2001, the World Trade Center towers are no longer in the New York skyline, but there is a wonderful memory associated with the skyscrapers when they were first built.  Philippe Petit's 1974 tightrope walk between the towers is daring, amazing and downright beautiful. 
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  Giovanni, Nikki.  Rosa.  New York: Henry Holt, 2005.    

Well-respected poet and author Nikki Giovanni celebrates the 50th anniversary of Rosa Parks’ courageous refusal to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama with this moving book.  She imagines what Mrs. Parks was thinking as the historic events actually unfolded and includes this in the text.  Brian Collier’s cut-paper artwork takes us up close to the heroine, making this a unique and fitting tribute.
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   Provensen, Alice.  The Glorious Flight: Across the Channel with Louis 
  Blériot, July 25, 1909.    New York: Viking Press, 1983.    
When we talk about the beginning of aviation, we usually think of the famous Wright brothers, but there was a Frenchman who was a real pioneer in the field.  Louis Bleriot was fascinated with flight and was persistent in his attempts to build a flying machine.  Six years of crashes, injuries and failed attempts did not deter Bleriot from his vision, and he finally built an aircraft that crossed the English Channel.  Bleriot is a real-life example of someone who does not give up in the face of adversity.
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   Rappaport, Doreen.  Martin's Big Words: The Life of Martin Luther King, 

  Jr.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2001.    
There are lots and lots of books about Martin Luther King, Jr., but this one stands out for its beauty and uniqueness.  The text is all in MLK’s own words, short excerpts from the nuggets of wisdom he proclaimed during his brief lifetime.  What’s nice is that they are different than the words we usually hear repeated over and over again, and we gain some new insights from this American civil rights activist.  The warm and colorful illustrations really complement the text.
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   Shange, Ntozake.  Ellington Was Not a Street.  New York: Simon & Schuster 
    Books for Young Readers, 2004.    

Shange's childhood home in Harlem was a busy place.  African-American men "who changed the world," such as W.E.B.Dubois, "Dizzy" Gillespie, and Duke Ellington, were frequent visitors, and we get to experience it all through the eyes of a little girl in awe of what she sees and hears.
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  St. George, Judith.  So You Want to be President?  New York:  Philomel 
Books, 2000.  

Did you ever wonder how many U.S. presidents were born in a log cabin, or how many could play a musical instrument?  This book contains a collection of interesting, wacky and sometimes hilarious facts about all of the U.S. presidents, from George Washington to Bill Clinton.  
